


FOREWORD 

It was in January 1970 that I published the first edition 

of this book and then I only showed the varieties on the 

Postal Seal and Letter Seal, together with one or two 

illustrations and twenty one hand-stamps. 

Since then, I have plated ull the issues and discovered 

eighty seven different handstamps and made a study of ~he 

Nilitary censor markings. 

During the 1970's I wrote articles for the Stamp Collecting 

l'iagazine; The Cinderella Philatelist; Niddlesex Federation 

Bulletin; The Stamp Lover; for Compex in Chicago and finally 

in four issues of the Postal History International. 

As the First Edition was sold out about ten years ago, I was 

approa ched by one or two friends with a view to issuing a 

reprint. After much thought, I decided to rewrite it, and 

include all the new findings I made, tr.Jhich I had produced in 

the various articles. 

Hy collection of these N.A.A.F.I. seals and Army Post Stamps 

was commenced in the late 1960's and eventually filled twelve 

volumes and was recognised as the largest known collection. 

After gaining !'ermeil medals at Stockholm in 1974 and 11unich 

in 1979 I decided to dispose of it, and Robson Lowe Ltd. 

handled the sale for me. 

Knowing that mu collection must be in various parts of the 

world and with perhaps, new collectors I hope this Second 

Edition will be of help and give pleasure. 

In the First Edition, I dedicated it to rruJ fl' ife, 1-.'argaret, who 

at the ti me I called a "Philatelic fv idor;;" , and now fifteen 

uears later t h is title still rema ins so I wis h to de d icate t h is 

second Edition to her. 

lfarch 1984 J.E.O. H. 

Publishe d by : John E.o. Hobbs, F.R.P.S.L. 

"Sea Lodge", 18), Brighton Road, l/ orthing, S ussex . 

Printed by lla ll Kwik Printing, 

29 , Yarwi ck. Street, !-!or t hing, Sussex. 
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POSTAL SEALS AND CHRI ST!1A S SEALS 

There are many issues of Postal Seals and, in order to study their 

postal use, it is necessary to list them and explain how to 

distinguish between them. This inuolues plating studies and their 

uarious dates of issue. It is, of course, unlikely that there was 

muchlate use of seals but it is wise to check whether seals were 

euer used after the appearance of the next issue. 

The issues are as fnllows :-

POSTAL A/ID LETTER SEALS 

First Series ( S .G.A .1.; H1) 

Second Series ( S. G .A. 2. ; H2) 

Third Series ( S. G . .. ; • 7. ; HJ ) 

Fourth Series ( s . c .. 1 • e. : H4) 

Fifth Series (S. G. A . 9 .; fl5) 

Sixth Series ( S. G./! 1 0 . ; H6) 

Seventh Series ( .CJ.G. ;i ·~c ·; H? ) 

CHRISTl:AS SE.~ LS 

First Issue (s.c ... ~ .J. ; H8) 

Second Issue ( :_;. G. A . 4 . ; H9 ) 

Th ir 1' Issue ( ,~ . G . ;~ • 5. ; !!10) 

Fourth Issue (S . G. J1 . 6 . ; H11 ) 

Reprinted (S.G •. ~ 6a. ;H-Ua) 

Provisi on.a l ( 5 . G • ·111 • ; H12) 

2 

1st 1/ouember 1932, Postal Seal 

August 1933, Letter SrJal 

1st June 19)4, Letter Sta mp 

5th December 1934 as last but green. 

24th Apri Z 1935 carmine red 

6th Nay 1935 Silver Jubilee 

21st December 1935, 2nd Co~b. 

26th !Jovcmber 1932 

13th November 1933 

17th 1/ouember 1934 

23rd 1/ovember 1935 

19th December 1935 

16th December 19]5 



These !llustrat!ons ahow the aa!n types of Seals and Stamps used 

dur!ng the period : 

1st Issue Postal Seal 2nd Issue Letter Seal 

)rd & 4th Issues Latter Stamp 

5th Issue Letter Stamp 

1st 2nd )rd & 4th Issues 
Xmas Seals 

3m & lOm Large Army Stamps 
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6th I•sue Jubilee Seal 

Provisional Issue 

)m & lOm Small Army Stamps 



BRITISH FORCES IN EGYPI' 

PQSTAL SERVICE 1932-1940 

In 1932 Egypt increased her postal rates from 1 piastre (2fd.) 
to 1f piastres. This caused great annoyance amongst the British Forces 
and representations ~ere made to the War Office, with the result that 
the continuation of the 1 piastre rate for His Majesty's Forces was 
obtained. 

It was not generally hno~n ~hat a bold plan this experiment was, 
and it was a tribute to the authorities concerned at the time, that 
this Concession was negotiated and proved to be a great benefit to the 
Forces then stationed in Egypt. 

It was agreed to pay the Egyptian Government £10,000 in the first 
year and £6,000 in the second, to compensate for the loss of the 
postal revenue ~hich this postal Concession entailed. 

The scheme was introduced on November 1st 1932, and a copy of the 
Official Postal Concession, ~hich explains the idea, is given on the 
next page. 

The ~ord "Seals" used in the official notice was an unforti.JJlQ.te 
one and a great deal of controversy was centred around the fact 
whether they ~ere seals or postage stamps. They were sold over the 
counter at the N.A.A.F.I. Canteens to members of the Forces only and 
not to civilians at the ordinary Post Offices. 

The Concession related only to letter.c; sent to Great Britain and 
Ireland; stamps had to be affixed to the backs of the envelopes to 
indicate that the postage had been paid, and after these had been 
cancelled, they were handed over to the authorities for forwarding in 
the usual manner. Any letters bearing Forces stamps posted in civilian 
letter boxes were to be treated as unpaid, and taxed. 

It was many years before these seals were given ea ta logue status, 
and today, no Egyptian collection is complete without them. 
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"1-to m. Vt.e. 14-t. no 1/ e.trWeJL 1 9 3 2 ' ae.m.l.JeM 0 t ilt.e A.IUTU.J o.n.d ~a IJLV- A.-Ut. 1 a Jt...Ce 
-Ul.. [~, o..ru:i .th.~ ~eA, tn.a.lf 4erui olt./:U.n.a.Ju;. .i..eUeM .to .tll..e B!z.,UMh 
1/.J.I...M, ~ .tll..e 1-'!.AAh 14ee S.t.a-te, a.t a Jf.u'u.ced p;t.A..ce. 

1 he o-Ld an.d n.e.JC p.!U..c.€.4 a~t.,e :-

7 - 20 'f'UlJML€.4 
27- ~0 ~€/.) 
~7 - 60 ~e"' 
6 7 - 8 0 'f'UlJMLe/.J 

15 ~. 
28 ~. 
~1 ~. 
5~ lllMM. 

10~. 
20~. 
30~. 
40~. 

P~ 13 ~. /-oJt. each P~ 10 ~. /-oJt. each 
a.d~on.a.A.. 20 ~e/.J a.dd.A..tA...on.a.A.. 20 ~e/.J 
o Jt. p.a..lVt .th.eJL.eo t o Jt. paA.A... .th.e4eo t 

7 he. S p.e:. c.A.a-L S ~ ( ua.A..ue. 1 0 tnM.A..A..em.e/.J - 7 P ~.t.Jt.c wh.A..ch w-U_}_ /.;e LM ed. 
.(n. u c u 0 t ilt.e [_ r;.I.J-PLi..art J> 0 /.);to_)_ s ~) m.a..I.J /.;e. /.;o ~ {Ao m ilt.e n • A. • fl. • 1 0 :J 0 

J 114 ~e/.J aJUi C QJ"!.A..ef.f14 , aJUi w-U_)_ /.;e /.J.t..u.c.t on. tJte. /.;a c. I:_ at .t.he €fl)J eA-ope • 

7he n.fi..A.1.:Jo hav<:. been r;.ood enour;.h .t.o print the Se~ tJt..ee ot c.o/.)~ 
cuui ~o "' UJ.. ill. em. w-U.lta u-t p.Jt.o .f.A..,t. 

7 he l.f l1l..U.4 -t /.;e p.a.A.d {-o Jt. -i..rt c.a/.lh when p.u!Lc.ha.4 ed o 

7 he .U.Uc M 11l..U.4~ /.;e p.o /.J.ted -i..rt l?. egA.ntCfl...ttU. oJt. ~ p.o/.J~ /.;ox e/.J aJUi n.o ~ 
-i..rt [_ ~ p.o"' ~ /.;ox e/.J o J> o"' ~ /.;ox e/.J w-U_}_ a..-£4 o /.;e p)...ac.e.d a.t .tfl..e. to .UO w -Uuj 
a..t:icUt e/.J /.) e/.J : -

lil~ J>o/.J-t OWc.e, ft/.;.l.x:v.J/.Ji..a 
m~ Po/.)~ 0/+U:-e, CaA.A..o 
l n...:tJzan..c. t.. 1-t. aJJ... , H o Q • X. • 7 • [. 
L n...:tJzan..c. e H aJJ... , H • Q • f!l..i..rid..)_e £.a4 ~ 
nofi.li..1.2o Shop., He.Uop.o-U../.J 

fi.n.d -i.rL "'r..u:..h. p)...ac.e/.i a.t o u-t-/.!~0114 a/.! matJ /.;e c.oM..i...diULed n.eC.e/.i/.)CVUJ 
M me a .La c.aA.. Jt.eq u-Uz..em.~ • 

L vJ... eJt./.J w-U_}_ /.;e. d €/.! p.a-U:.Jt e..d -i..rt .t.he "'am. e WG.J.J a/.! ilt.e tj a4 e. a.t p.Jt.e/.i ~ 
OJUi. Ut eA. c. w-U_}_ /.; e n.o d eA...a I.J b lj LM -Uu; .t.h e n.e.w "' ~ teJn.. 

J?.eq.M~eJLed .l...~eJt./.J, .l.~eJt./.J {..oiL A-Ut. maA.J..., .l...~eJL/.J c.o~ 
u ah.J..aJJ.l.e/.i a.:uJ p.rvt.c.~ l1l..U.4 -t c.o n.-t.A..rw.e M /.;e d e/.J po.;tr:Juv:i ~o ur;.h ill. e.. 
[ ~ J>o/.)-t 0/-?iLM w~ [cpj.p.t;._an. p.o/.J.UU.. /.JW!7l.p/.J, aMo a.[.[ .l.U-teM a.:ui. 
p.cvu:..U/.J {..o ,t p)...ac.M o .t.huz. .t1u:J..n. ilt.e ~ h J /.Jl...M a.rui J lt.Mh 1 Jt.e e S .ta-tc • 

7 he mo n. v. 1 p.a.A.d {-o Jt. ill. c. S p. e vi...a).. S e c..M w-UA. /.;e c.o Ue c.-t ed tJt.o m .t.he.. 
n 0 fl 0 H. • 1 • :J • blj ilt.e c 0 f1ZJUlJl..Ci r G.J.jJTl-Cl4 -t!UL to 11. ilt.e p.u.ll..p. 0 /.) e 0 !- Jt.ea.AM J...ru;. .t.h.e 
c.o M ..u:J eJW.);.[ c /.) Ul7l o 1- m.o n.e!J wh.A..ch fl.cJ..4 .t.o /.;e p.a.-Ut M .t.he [ r;.~ 
(;ovc:~~.n.men.-t {-oiL .t.he.. Con.c.w/.).{.on.. 7he Uw.,tenan.-t ~ene"~ Co~ a.:uJ 
.t.he !l.i../t U.{.c.c fiiQ../1.4h.!J._)_)_ have ~ed a /.JE.JZ.A:oLM ~ lt..e/.ip.OM~f 
-i.rL .t.he ~elL, cuui d M hop. ed , ilt.eA..e,f.o /Le , ilt.a.t a.[.[ memJ.;c M o {- ilt.e A~...~.; 
wu:i J2 0 t;a.J- fi. ~ 10 ILc. c -i..rt [cp JP.- a..rui .t.heAJz. ~M , wJ..)_)_ LM e ilt.M fi.€1J: 

/.Jtp'tem ot p.o-6.to.?.t OJ1..Ii 40 hc')_p M.ta.l.;J.Mh U on. a .ooi.VLd .f-oo.tA.Ilg, af"t.i 
~e .t.hc /U/..1::.. of-~ .La-:?/.). 

S ho uJ..d ill. el.f n.o -t d o -:? o ilt.e /.!eh em. e.. w-U_}_ have:. M /.;£ a...i..xul.d on. ed • 

1hc:. Con.c.C:./.)-:?.{.on. ~ /.;eut ~c.u-U. .to o.U.ta.A.n., a.rui U .,(, a d~J...c 
aduOJt.ta.g.e .to .tft.o/.)e c.on.c.cll.n.ed a..rui .t.heJLe M eue n..lJ /t.,e.Q./.Jon. wfut . ..(_,.:_ /.)houJ...c' 
~t.,ec.e-Un ill.£ /.)u.p. :· oU o{. ilt.e fliUTUj a..rui l!.ot~ fi.-UL 1oue Co~ -i..rt [g..Ltp.-t. 

:J .t M ~c.uLt. M {-o 1/..e/.i e e ilt.e ~ 1/..e/.J u-U. a.t p.Jt.v.l ~, · .Uu!_ 
~ ho uJ...d. .t.he.lt..e .Ue QJUj p.Jt.o td , c.o (~./.) -i..d eJW.Uo n. wUJ_ .Ue r;A.v en. .to Vl. c /.; w .t 
meilt.oc o{. exp.en.riA.Jv;. d .f-oiL .t.he. /.;en.e~ o.f- -t.h.o-:?E who 0/'~.e. ~ed .tD 
~up.a-.te -i.rL ill. c. /.) c.hEJTLc 11 

• . .............. . 
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As a result of a conference held at Abbassia, Cairo, on the 23rd 
September 1932, it was decided that the seals on the bachs of 
envelopes should,be cancelled with a "Rhomboid" (or Retta) obliterator 
and the envr:dope franked in front with a "Postage Prepaid" frank known 
as a "Numeral Frank" or "Crown Cancel". 

The "Retta" obliterators and the "Numeral Franks" were sup p lied by 
the Egyptian Postal Authorities, and were distributed to the various 
lii li tar.tl Post Offices and Units. 

These "Franks" are possibly the most important and interesting 
part of the Concession as they signified that the correct postage had 
been paid and that the letter could be despatched to its destination. 

llhen the numeral frank had not been applied to the envelope, t h e 
letter u>a s subjected to postage due rate, which had to be paid by the 
recipients in Great Britain, in s p ite of the fact that the "Seals" at 
the correct rate were on the back of the envelope. 

The franh consists of a double concentric circle, 27-f mm. in 
circur.fe rcnce and t he words "EGYPT POSTAG!:; PREPAID " are placed between 
t h e outer and inner circles and t he whole surmo unted bu an Eg')ptian 
Crown . The centre of the frank contains a number, which varies fror.?. 
1 to 25, according to the Postal Unit from which the letter was 
dispatched. The j ra n h tuas app lie d a fte r the le t ters had been posted ir, 
.- ~ rn ~J Post Offices. 

The front and hac!~ of the cover r.ust be considered as a whole for 
i _f the_u are s epa r ntcc' the historical intere <::t is lost. 

The numeral f r anhs wer e allotte d to various offices as li~ted on 
the .next pa 9 e, a r.d it will be note d t hat most off ices hc. d two numeral 
f ranhs in casq of one being lo st or brohen. 

The Retta ob literator consiste d of a dia mond shap ed stamp of 81 
dots in a frame ( 9 b!J 5:') , W. i ich l •X!S usually i mpres:;ed over t he s eal 
in blacl~, re c, blue or ::lQuve. Ot her t ')pe s of rettas lvere also k n ow:: 
to hav e been use d , all uerc j ram e cl and ha d either 17 by 15; 15 b!! 15 
or 1 0 by 9 dots. 

17 b!J 15 

n b!' 1 0 1 5 b[J 15 17 bl • 1 7 
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'l'HE NUHERAL FRANKS 

1. H.P.D. Hoascar.1 Nov.1932 

2. H.P.O. Cairo. Prior to 1932 

3. M.P.O. Hoascar. 1 Nov. 1932 

4. M.P.O. Cairo. Prior to 1932 

5. M.P.O. Cairo. Prior to 1932 

6. M.P.O. Cairo. Prior to 1932 

7. M.P.O. Moascar. 1 Nov. 1932 

8. H.P.O. Moascar. 1 Nov. 1932 

9. Navy House, Por t Said. 1 Mar. 1936 

10. Navy House, Port Said. 1 11ar. 1936 

11. R.A.F. Station, Abu Sueir. 1 11ar. 1936 

12. R.A.F. Station, Abu Sueir. 1 Nar. 1936 

13. R. A .F. Station, Abouk ir. 1 11ar. 1936 

14. R .A .F. Station, A bouk ir. 1 Mar. 1936 

15. l;i l i tary Hospital, Ras-e l-Tin. 1 Nov.1932 

16. !l:ilitary Hospital, Ras-el-Tin. 1 Nov.1932 

17. 11ustapha Barracks, Sidr Gaber. 1 Nov.1932 

18. 11ustapha Barracks, Sidr Gaber. 1 Nov.1932 

19. N.P.O. Cairo. Prior to 1932 

20. N.P.O. Cairo. Prior to 1932 

21. 11.P.O. Cairo. Prior to 1932 

22. 11.P.O. Cairo. Prior to 1932 

23. N.P.O. Cairo. Prior to 1932 

2 4 . N.P.O. Cairo. Prior to 1932 

25. !·:.P.O. Ca iro. Prior to 1 '?32 

To H.Q.B.T.E. Cairo 1935 

To A l~xo.ndria, 1 Nov. !935 

To Hoascar, June 1935 

To Alexandrta, 1 Nov.1935 

Lost 6 Mar. 1933 

To Cairo, JunQ 1935 

Closed 24 Jan. 1937 

Closed 24 Jan. 1937 

Closed 24 Jan. 1937 

Closed 24 Jan. 193 7 

To Alexandria,1 Nov.1 935 

To A lexo.ndria, 1 Nov.1935 

To Alexandria, 1 Nov.1935 

To Alerandria,1 Nov.1935 

To Moascar, June 1935 

To Alexandria, 1 Nov.1935 

To Moascar, June 1935 

Th ose trans f erred to Alexandria on 1st Nove mber 1935 were close d do~n 
on 24 t h Ja n uary 1937. 

; · 

,_:. :~·( · 
_/-: · · , .,.. r ../ .. · . 

• ·~ · · '!· , . - - . . \ 
..,. . • ~.J : - · \ 

; I . . I . , 

. -
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Map ahowing th~ locations of the Military Poat Qffices during the period 
l932 to 1940. 

ME~l"TERRAN(AN 

E c,.yrT 

0 'to t.o lto So too 
I I I 
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CRO~'N CANCEL No. 7 

Postal S~al used on an O.H.N.S. ~nvelope from M.P.O. Moascar on 
18th January 1933 showing the scarce Crown Cancel No.? which was 
report~d lost down a well on J7arch 6th 1933. 
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PostcZ Seal used on an enuelope with a mauue Retta canceUatior. 
fro-. F.F. c. Foascar on ,.:arch 6t h 1933, the da y the Crown Ccnce l 
J:o. 7 was reported lost. This also shou s the scarce l.'oascar 
han2.sta~p with tJ-..e extra spcce between the "P'' and "011
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The following are extracts from a circular letter, dated 14th October· 
1932, issued by the Headquarters of !he British Troops in Egypt : 

"Post!ng arrangements, after posting by indiuiduals will be as follows: 

AR11Y 

(a) Cairo and Cavalry Brigade Areas - LetttZrs will be dealt with 
entirely by the ~ilitary Post Office, Cairo, and the ~ilitary 
Post Office, Abbassia•, i.e. seals cancelled, letters franked 
and made up in sealed bags for handing ouer to the Egyptian 
Postal Authorities. 

(b) ~oascar- The Military Post Office will deal with letters in 
the same was as Cairo. 

(c) Alexandria- Letters will be franked, seals cancelled and 
deliuered to the General Post Office in time for the proper 
despatch, under arrangements made by Headquarters, Alexandria 
Area. 

(d) Ras-el-Tin- Ditto, but will make own arrangements with 
Ras-el-Tin P.O. 

(e) Port Said- Ditto but will use Port Said P.O. 

ROYAL AIR FORCE 

(f) Abu-Sueir- Ditto, but will use local Post Office. 

(g ) A bouk ir - Ditto, but will use 11amura Post Off ice. 

(h ) Ismailia- Will conform with arrangements as for the Army 
at Moascar. 

(i) Helouan- Will send all their letters with necessary postal 
seals affixed to Heliopolis where they will conform with 
ordinary arrangements for Cairo. 

(J) Heliopolis- I11ill use the Military Post Office at Abbassia or 
the ~ilitary Post Office at the G.P.O. Cairo, as they think fit. 

(k) H.~.N.E. - Will use the Military Post Office at the G.P.O. 
Cairo." 

• Disbande d 1st February 1935, on re-organization. 
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Regarding the information in the circular issued by the Headquarters 
of the British Troops in Egypt, the following is a aummary of their 
arrangements : 

AR/'!Y 

(a} CAIRO and ABBASSIA -Letters were dealt with entirely by the 
11.P.O. Abbassia, i.e. aeals cancelled with the retta, and 
envelopes franked with the Crown Cancel franks, and postmarked. 
The letters were then handed over to the Egyptian Postal 
Authorities for despatch to the U.K. The 11.P.O. at Abbassia was 
disbanded on the 1st February 1935, after that date, all 
letters from Abbassia were dealt with by the 11.P.O. Cairo. 

(b) 110ASCAR- Letters were dealt with by the 11.P.O. at 11oascar in 
the same way as at Cairo. 

(c) RAS-EL-TIN- (!1ilitary Hospital)- Unt!l 1st November 1935, 
seals were cancelled and envelopes franked at the Hospital. 
Letters were t.'Hm handed over to the Ras-e l-Tin local post 
office, where they were postmarked and forwarded to the G.P.O. 
Alexandria for dispatch. Covers therefore, should invariably 
bear the Ras-el-Tin and Alexandria postmarks. 

(d) ALEXANDRIA (Nustapha Barracks) -Until 1st November 1935 seals 
were cancelled and envelopes franked at the Barracks. Letters were 
then handed over to the G.P.O. Alexandria for postmarking and 
dispatch frorr. f:ustapha passed through the Sidi Gaber post office. 

(e) PORT SAID - Seals were cancelled and envelopes franked at "Navy 
House" then handed over to the G.P.O. Port Sa id for postmarl<.. ing 
and dispatch. 

ROYAL AIR FORCE 

(f) A BU SUEIR - Seals were cancelled and envelopes franked under Unit 
arrangements. Letters handed over to the Local Post Office, where 
they were postmarked and forwarded either to Alexandria or Port 
Said for dispatch. Covers should therefore bear either Abu Sueir 
and Alexandria or Post Said postmarks. 

(g) A BOUKIR - Sea Zs were ea nee ll ed and envelopes franked at the Canp, 
then handed over to the Namura Post Office, where they were 
postmarked and forwarded to the G.P.O. A Zexandria for dispa tc.l:. 
Arrangements were subsequently made to use Aboukir Post Office in 
addition to the one at 11amura (this with effect from lst Decenber 
1932) so they should bear the 11amura and Alexandria or Aboul<..ir 
and J.lexandria postmarks. 

(h) ISNAILIA -As for the Army at f:oascar. 

(i) HELOUAN- Entirely by the N.P.O. Cairo. · 

( J) HELIOPOLIS - Entirely by the f:.P.O. Cairo. 

(A) H.Q. 11.£.- Entirely by the N.P.O. Cairo. 
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NILITARY POST OFFICE datestamps used during the period on both the 
Seals and Army Post Stamps : 

ABBASSIA - Cava Zry Brigade 

ABU ~IR - R.A .F. Aboukir 

ABU SUEIR - R.A .F'. Abu Sueir 

ALEXANDRIA -Army; R.A.F. Aboukir and Royal Navy 

CAIRO- Army; R.A.F. Helouan; R.A.F. Heliopolis and H.Q.N.E. 

EL DABA - Army of the Western Desert 

NE/?.3:1 NATRUH -Army; Royal Navy and R.A .F. 

NARS.1 NATRUH 1 -Army and Police Post 

/'1A RSA 1-iA TRU/1 2 - Army and Police Post 

l/Q4SCAR.- ArT:?.y and R.A.F. Ism.ailia 

PORT S AID - Armv and Navy House 

CIVIL date stamps to ba found on the Seals and Army stamps during the 
same period are given below : 

AB3A.SSIA BARP.ACKS - Armu 

ABU '2IR - R.A .F. Aboukir 

ABU SU!.'ER - R.A .F. Abu Sueir 

ALEXANDRIA - Armv at Nustapha Barracks and Royal Navy 

FA GGA .L.4 - Navy Ho use, 

ISI''!A ILIA CAt:p- R.A.F'. Ismailia 

NA f-.1 U RA - R • A • F'. A b o uk i r 

1-!ARS,~ N.~ TRUH -Army and Police Post 

PORT S,1 ID - Army and Navy House 

RA S-E L- T I/,' - l7 i l i t a r !J Ho s p i t a l 

SIDI BISHR - Army 

SIDI GABEP. -Army at t:ustapha Barracks 

/ ,'ILITA:? Y POST CANCELU.TIONS 

2. Ab ba ssia ?. Cairo 28mT:?.. 

2 . A bu- ~ ir C' u o Cairo 26J."!T.'lo 

_3 . A bu Sueir 9. Cairo 'Large' 

4. A lexanc.lria 1 0 . t-;oascar 'Space 

5. Alexandria 'Barrel' 11. t:oascar 

G. Cc.. iro 'Curved' 12. Port Sa id 

12 
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CIVIL CANCELLATIONS 1932 to 1936 

There are a great number of Civil Cancellations to be found used 
between 1932 and 1936 and the ones that I am concerned with are tied 
to the front of ~nveZopes together with the Crown Cancel franAs, I 
have listed 24 of them, many of which I have on different envelopes 
with various Seals, but as a guide, I have only taken one of each 
at random. 

No. Post Office Crown Cancel 

13 A bbass ia Barracks nil 

14 A bu Suwer 12 

15 Abu Qir 13 

16 A Z exandria Depart 17 

17 A Zexandria R.2 13 

18 Alexandria Dep.1 17 

19 A Z e xa n dr i a G 1 7 

20 Alexandria 5 13 

21 A lexandria-Abu Qir QVV 13 

22 Cairo T nil P.D.3d 

23 Foggala niZ Bisect 

24 Heliopolis nil P.D.4d 

25 IsmaiZia 3 

26 Isma i Z ia Camp 3 

2 7 Ha r.1 ura 13 

28 11arsa !':a truh nil 

29 Port Said H 10 

30 Port Said Traffic B 10 

31 Port Said Traffic C 10 

32 Port Said Traffic D 10 

33 Port Said F 10 

Ras-el-Tin (curued) 15 

Ras-eZ-Tin (straight) 16 

34 

35 

)6 Sidi Gober (T) nil P.D.ld 

13 

Sea Z 

1st 

Xmas 1st 

2nd 

1st 

4th 

2nd 

4th 

5th 

3rd 

2nd 

7th 

3rd 

1st 

1st 

1st 

7th 

1st 

1st 

1st 

1st 

1st 

1st 

2nd 

X17".aB 4th 

Back stamp 

nil 

Alexandria Roller 

A l exandr ia B 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

Alexandria A 

nil 

Cairo D 

Cairo RoZler 

nil 

nil 

nil 

Alexandria A 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

A Z exandria A 

Alexandria 1 

Alexandria Roller 



MILITARY POST CANCELLATIONS 1932 to 1936 

1 2 4 

2GOC3S 10·\IP 

5 6 7 8 

9 10 11 12 

CIVIL CANCELLATIONS 1932 to 1936 

13 14 15 16 

14 



CIVIL CANCELLATIONS 1932 to 1936 

17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 

29 30 31 32 

33 35 
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FIRST SERIES : POSTAL SEAL 

( S. G .A 1 ; H .1 ) 

This was the one piastre Postal Seat, which was issued on November 
lst 19)2. The design incorporated the N.A.A.F.I. Badge and Frame 
in vermilion with the wording "BRITISH FORCES IN EGYPT - POSTAL SEAL 
1 PIASTRE" in dark blue. 

The first rough design was made by Lt. Colonel c. Fraser followed by 
a more precise design by the artist Ivor Roberts. The original pen 
and ink drawing had the N.A.A.F.I. badge cut out from note paper and 
stuck inside the ink frame, which was designed in red ink, the 
wording was done in blue ink. Messrs. Hanbury Tomsett & Co.Ltd., 
Willesden, London, produced a proof which was approved with a few 
minor alterations. 

The number printed was 500,000, and this was accomplished by 
producing four plates of 20 seals making a total of 80 seals per 
sheet. The N.A.A.F.I. had these broken up into four frames of 20, 
and they were issued in booklets of 100; five pages of 20 (4 x 5). 
They were printed on unwatermarked paper, perforation 11. Each page 
had a margin on the left side used for binding the booklets, which 
were numbered on the plain outside cover. 

As most characteristics are the same for each of the four plates, it 
is difficult to assume which is A, B, Cor D. As a guide, the plate 
flaws on the 9th 12th 14th and 20th Seals help in plating the four 
frames. 

There are many interesting covers to be had , those posted out of 
course; that is to say those posted in non Military post boxes, 
these did not receive the Crown Cancel mark and were treated as 
unpaid upon arrival in the United Kingdom, and a postage due of )d 
was collected. Couers with Seals affixed to the front are known, 
these of course contravened the Postal Concession instructions, but 
were not taxed upon arrival in the U.K. 

At the start of the Postal Concession, a few post offices . in the U.K. 
did not realise that the seals on the back of the envelope denoted 
that the postage had been paid and therefore charged the recipient 
)d postage due. These are quite desirable items and make a very 
interesting study. 

Imperforate trial pull of the 1st Issue Postal Seal 

16 



Original pen and (~ dra~!ng by the dea!gner Lt. Col. Fraaer • 

. ' ................ ' 

••••••••••••••••••• 

. 
• • 
• • . .. 

•••••••••• ' ••••••.•• :~.b!.~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
• . 
• • • . 
• 

Original pen and ink drawings by the artist Iuor Roberts . 

. 
• 

. . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
. . . . 
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The sketch shows the pos!t!on of my proof block of 20 !n a part pane of 
40; the upper 10 belonging to Frame "B" and the bottom. 10 belonging to 
Frame "A 11 • The 12th. Seal ts the Jtey to the solution, there being no 
dot to the right of the 2nd "T" of Institutes. Also the 20th Seal on 
both panes have a' broken border on the right hand corner. The 20th 
Seal on Frame "D" !s the only one without a broken border on the right 
hand corner. 

3 4-
-, cg 

"B" Frame \ I \ 2 

\S \b 

\9 'le r-------------
l .q. 

1 8 
11 A " Frame 

" \1. 

\S tb 

\9 'l.O 

,._ ._ ... "·, . 
-~ .. · · .. ~~" ... : . . 
" .. · , 

; . 
. . ~ •' 

\ 
•. 
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N.A.A.F.I. Note Paper 

Two different types of stationery issued by the N.A.A.F.I. for use 
by the British Tro ops. It was this original badge that the idea of 
t h e? "II.A.A.F.I. Le t ter Seal" originated. 

• · 
... 

..... .. ... ....... .:fv FEQ ~ .. K . .) ... .-....... . · .. : .... :: .. :·. .... _: .... ·-·-···· 

ON ACTIVE SERVICE 
LETTER FORM 

19 
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1 c 
se 

2 c 
.3 c 

c 
4 c 
5 c 
6 c 
7 c 
8 c 
9 se 

c 
c 

10 c 
c 

11 c 
12 se 

1.3 c 

c 

c 
14 c 

se 
15 c 

se 
16 
17 c 
18 e 
19 c 
20 se 

se 

POSTAL & LETTER SEALS 

Ptate !taws shown on a pane of 20 of both !ssues. 

C Constant se - Semi constant 

Dot on line .3rd Triangle right S.W. corner 
Base of the two outer top right Triangles missing 
1st inner Triangle above s.E. corner joined to line 
"S" in Servitor joined to frame 
Dot on left side of 2nd inner Triangle right of Crown 
Two dots urtder "S" of Servitor 
Dot over 2nd outer Triangle right of Crown 
Dot on inner side of square in S.E. corner 
Dot on left side of 1st inner Triangle from S.E. corner 
Square in S.E. corner joined to inner ornament 
No dot after "Force" 
Dot to right of 2nd top Triangle from N.V. corner 
Dot under left corner of inner Triangle left of Crown 
Horn projecting from 4th outer Triangle from S.E. corner 
Dot on left side of 2nd inner Triangle from S.E. corner 
Dot to right of 2nd outer Triangle above S.E. corner 
Dot on inner side of outer circle of Badge opposite 2nd 
"T" in Institutes 
Diagonal line runs from right top corner of top left 
ornament of Badge to inner Triangle left of Crown 
Splashes of colour from foct of "I" in N.A.A.F.I. also the 
inner sides of the two circles on 1st "I" in Institute 
Dot top right of outer Triangle right of Crown 
Dot over "S" in Seal (1st Issue only) 
Right side of top ornament of Badge very feint and broken 
Dot to left of Triangle top of Crown 
Dot below left corner Triangle in S.E. corner 
Normal 
Dot top left of "A" !n Seal (1at Issue only) 
Projection nQar top right of lower right ornament of Badge 
Projection from lower right of serif of 1st "I" in British 
Inner angle of ornament in bottom right corner broken 
Dot in 4th outer Triangle above s.E. corner 

20 



POSTAL SEALS 

FRAME "A" 

. ' ·- ~"C" ........ V' . ~""""" . . , .,_ ./ -"'' / · / , ' ... / .~ ~"" - ~ · ~ 

Seal 9 No dot after "Force" 
12 Dot to right of 2nd "T" of In..stitutes 
14 Right side of top right ornament of Badge feint 
20 Broken border right bottom corner 

FRAME "B" 

Seal 9 No dot after "Force" 
12 Normal 
14 Right side of top right ornament of Badge feint 
20 Broken border right bottom corner 

21 
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POSTAL SEALS 

FRAHE "C" 

Seal 9 Has dot after "Force" 
12 Normal 
14 Normal 
20 Broken border right bottom corner 

FRAME "D" 

Seal 9 Has dot after "Force" 
12 Normal 
14 Normal 
20 Normal 

22 
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POSTAL SEALS 

Large multiples of the Po8tal Seal are known, they are usually found 
on large b~f envelopes which have been used for 8ending Military 
documents to the United Kingdom. 

FRA/1£ "B" 

9 

14 

FRA !1£ "A" 
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POSTAL SEAL 

According to the r-egulations, the Postal Seals were sup,.., osed to be affixed 

to the back of the envelope whera they were cancelled with the Retta 

obliterator. Occasionally they were affixed to the front in error as the 

one shown here from M.P.O. Cairo on December 8th 1932, cancelled with 

the Crown Cancel No.6 handstamp. 

.· . 

A .A. -Bid~y, J!:sq., 

33 _.Vi?toria Road, 

,b;N G L.h N D • 

24 



POSTAL SEAL 

Unusual usuage of the Postal Seat; due to the excess weight, 

three Postal Seals haue been used. The couers also shows the 

rare·Crown Cancel No. 7 handstamp together with the N.P. 0. 

datcstamp Type 10 used from Hoascar on January 10th 1933. 

~\.-

:-..'t \ 
oi ... \ 

·: ., \ I . ·~, , 
\ . . ~ 

. •' . .• 
~ 

' •. . '\ V ""' , . '-.. ./. 
~.Y 

The lrf anagzng Director, 

Pearl Assurance Company, Ltd., 

High Holborn, 

LONDON, W. C. 1; 

ENGLAND. 
10. . 10 . :9 (Farm 691 ) 
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SECOND SERIES : LETTER SEAL 

(S.G.A2; H.2) 

This ~£XIs issu~d in August 1933, when stocks of the First Series 
~ere finished. 516,000 were printed, again by Messrs. Hanbury 
Tomsett and Co. Ltd.,and one important alteration was made in the 
lettering, with the wording "LETTER SEAL" which had been changed 
from Postal Seal as in the First Series. 

The Seal was identical in design, colouring and method of 
printing but this time, each page of 20 had a marginal border 
a lZ round. 

Once again, it was unfortunate tha. t these were ea l led "Seals" as 
it put them in a class of non-philatelic material and they were 
not taken very seriously. 

It was not until about 1957 that they were listed in the Stanley 
Gibbons catalogue, and then it was at the back of the Egyptian 
listings in the Foreign Section. When I wrote the First Edition 
of this book, I sent a copy to Stanley Gibbons, and in February 
1972, the Catalogue Editor wrote to me saying that in the next 
edition of the British Commonwealth Catalogue he would be re­
inserting these seals from Part). At the same time, he asked me 
if I would lend him specimens of all the seals in order to make 
actual size illustrations. 

r 
" ~ -~--- --- -l- -----' 

DRITISH 
FORCES 

IN EG"YPT 

1 LlTllH .S~AL 
I I 

PIASTRE 
. --- -- - -- - - - - - - -- - ~ 1- ' - : 

·~ ~ 

Sketch showing the three major varieties in the pane 
of 20 of this issue. 

Seal No.4. Upper portion of "A" in Sea Z fit led i n 

11. Second "!" in British has a large dot 
at top left side. 

15. "E" in Sea Z has a diagona Z Z !ne from 
middle to top right. 
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LETTER SEALS 

Large multiples of the ~tter Seal are also known, and l!ke the 
Postal Seal, are usually found on large buff envelopes. 

FRAME "B" 

FRAME "A" 

.. 
27 
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LETTER SEAL 

Letter Seal on an envelope from Cairo on November 28th 1933 showing the 

Civil handstamp. 'As this letter was posted outside the Military Post 

Office the Letter Seal was not accepted and therefore it received a )d 

surcharge. 

- . . . . . : ~ ;; , ... - .-_ ... ·--. ... ......:..--........ . , ..... ..... 

I 

' 
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THIRD SERIES : LETTER STAMP 

(S.G.A 7; H.3) 

Thi~ was issued on June 1st 1934, and r~presented an entirely new 
design. It was designed by Miss Waugh, who at that time was a 
resident in Cairo. It showed the Sphinx in the background, the 
lettering "1 PIASTRE" in the top right a·nd left bottom corners. 
"BRITISH FORCES IN EGYPT" in shaded letters with "LETTER STAMP" 
underneath in crimson outlined letters. 

It was printed in photogravure by Messrs. Harrison and Sons Ltd., 
of London on un-watermarked paper, perforation t4f by 14. The 
number being printed was 250,000. 

They were made up into booklets in the same manner as the two 
previous series. It was known as a "Letter Stamp" instead of a 
"Letter Seal" although it was still subject to the same 
restrictions as to use and had to be stuck on the back of the 
envelope. 

' •' 

ol;tl~ M' 10~~. 
~ ·~. c:lf~ (9~_/;;.., 

..K.a.J/ 3./~~~ 

o~·~· 

' 
- - · - ·· ··- -··· ·. ~ - ·· ---------------~ -- - -· .. ----- · .. ·.~ ... 

Let t er St amp sen t fro r: ,.iarsa Ne tru.h on November 2nc 1935 . Havin g 
been sent f rom a Ci v il Pos t Of f ic e , n o 1-:i litary ma r kings are s h o:_;r. . 
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THIRD SERIES . . LETTER STAMP 

L~tter Stamp used from the R.A.F. Officers Mess Heliopolis 

on December 12th 1934. As it was not posted through military 

channels, it was therefore treated as unpaid and postage of 4d 

was collected upon its arrival. 

;-

·,,;-.-----/­
- · ·· ~ .. ,~ 

\ "' ·:-. :f __ , . 

":.f' .~ . • 
. . , ~ 

. . 

·•. · .· · ·· . 
~ ·_: .. _ 

-¥>- ... _ _ 
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1'3 . 
7 · 

I~. 

'10 

THIRD & FOURTH ISSUE 

LETTER STAMP 

Pla t!ng of Frame "A" 

\0 

I 

1 Dot left of "F" of Forces 

'+ 
I 

\!> " 

2 Dot to right of 11E" in top right Piastre 

3 Dot below first 111 11 and "SH" of British 

4 Dot below 11R" also left of "P" in Piastre 

5 Dot below 11 G" in Egypt 

6 Dot direct right of top arm of "E" in top Piastre 

7 Dot to left of centre of "E" in Egypt 

8 Dot high of "L" in Letter 

9 Do t t o l e f t of 11 L 11 i n Le t t er 

10 Dot above "F" in Forces 

11 Dot below centre of 111 11 in top right Piastre 

12 Dot above left top eorneJ' of 1st 11£ 11 tn Letter 

13 Dot in top of left leg on "N" in In 

14 Dot in top position of 11R" in British 

15 Dot left of lst 11E" in letter 

16 Dot near curved portion of frame, bottom Piastre 

17 Dot below bottom right corner of "1" in top Piastre 

18 Dot below "P" of top right PiastrQ 

19 Dot in bottom 11 P" of Egypt 

20 Dot below left corner of "B" in British 
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THIRD & FOURTH ISSUE 

LETTER S'I'A MP 

PZa t!ng of Frame "B" 

li \0 I~ I s 
: 

s 
-- ., 

'2.0 - · 

~ I 
I 

, I 
l'l. . 

IS · 

i 
lq 17 \~ lb 11 3 

1 Dot ouer "S" in top right Piastre 

2 Dot below right bottom corner of "H" in British 

.3 Dot aboue right top corner of "11" in stamp 

4 Dot under middle arm of "E" in top right Piastre 

5 Dots top right of "R" and "E" in top right Piastre 

6 Dot left of "F" in Forces 

7 Dot right of "E" in top right Piastre 

8 Dot in "G" in Egypt 

9 Dot below line enclosing top right Piastre 

10 Dot in "P" in top Piastre 

11 Dot below left corner of "I" in top right Piastre 

12 Dot right of "I" in bottom left Piastre 

13 Dot in 1st "T" of LQtter 

14 Dot between "A" of top Piastre 

15 Dot left of "P" in bottom Piastre 

16 Dot below "P" on top Piastre 

17 Dot in first "T" of Letter 

18 Dot at top of Zegs of "R" in Brit ish 

19 Dot in top portion of lst "L" in Letter 

20 Dot in lower portion of leg of "R" in British 

32 
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FOURTH SERIES : LETTER STAMP 

(S.G.AB; H.4) 

This was issued on December 5th 19)4, and it had the same design 
and details as the Third Issue except that the colour was 
changed to green. 

These were also printed by Hessrs. Harrison and Sons Ltd., the 
number being 250,000. 

Both the Third and Fourth Series have been plated and !t has been 
found that both series were printed in sheets of 40, two frames 
of 20 and each frame having different characteristics. The constant 
variety on the 17th stamp on both "B" Frames makes identification 
easy. The "P" does not Join the top frame line of the bottom left 
Piastre. 

1l 
1As1R 

UnJoined "P" variety 
on the 17th stamp 

from Frame "B" 

Letter Stamp sent from the R.A.F. Station at Abouxir anc 
showing the Alexandra handstamp of December 21st 1934 
together wit h the Crown Cancel No.1). 
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FIFTH SERIES : LETTER STAMP 

( S. G .A 9 ; H. 5) 

This was issued on April 24th 1935, and is known as the "1st Comb" 
issue; it was the same design as the last two series, but the 
colour was changed to carmine red. The main difference was that 
the perforation was now 14, with a perforation variety which has 
a blank space with no perforation at the bottom of each side of 
the stamp. 

These were also printed by Messrs. Harrison and Sons Ltd., the 
number being 405,000, of which 404,900 were sold and 100 destroyed. 

Letter Stamp used from H.P.O.Cairo on December )1st 1935 
showing the Crown Cancel No.25. 
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13-
lit-

1 Dot 

2 Dot 

3 Dot 

4 Dot 

FIFTH ISSUE 

lETTER STAMP 

Plating of Frame "A" 

lb b 

q I~ 7 

in top left hand corner 

in first "TII in Lfltter 

in top bend of 11 S" in Forces 

tmder first IITII in Letter 

5 Break in top frame line above "C" in Forces 

6 Dot in left hand stroke of "H" in British 

7 White dot to right of mouth of the Sphinx 

8 Dot above 11 R" in British 

9 Dot on bottom frame Z ine between 11R & E11 of 

10 Line beneath "BII in British 

11 Dot between 11F & 011 in Forces 

12 Dot above 11 A , in Sta mp 

l) Dot bttWIQn "N & Ell (n In Egypt 

14 Dot under "G" in Egypt 

15 Dot below "E" in Letter 

16 Dot between "T & I" in British 

17 Dot between right hand down and up stroltes 

l'l. 

Piastre 

of "N" in In 

18 Dot above middle stroke of "E" in bottom left Piastre 

19 Dot in front of "B 11 in British 

20 Dot above 11 R" in Forces 
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FIFTH ISSUE 

LETTER STAMP 

P Za t! ng of Fra mtZ "B" 

I ,, 

I 

I o 'lo I 1 I l. 7 t ~ 

l Dot to left of "S" in top left Piastre 

2 Dot to right of "A" in bottom left Piastre 

.3 Dot beZow "I & N" of In 

·s-

4 Dot under middle arm of "E" in top right Piastre 

5 Dot on top of "R" in top right Piastre 

6 Dot to right of strolte on "N" in In 

7 Dot beZow "S" of Stamp 

8 Dot between "P & T" in Egypt 

9 Dot beZow second "!" in British 

10 Dot in "G" of Egypt 

11 Dot between "E & S" in Forces 

12 Dot between "T & T" in Letter 

13 Dot in "T" of Stamp 

14 Dot above "R" 'Cn bottom ltZft Piastre 

15 Dot to right of "I" in bottom ltZft Piastre 

16 Dot between up and down stroltes of "N" in In 

17 Dot in first "T" of Letter 

18 Dot in "G" of Egypt 

19 Dot in front of "P" in bottom left Piastre 

20 Dot btZ tween "E & T" in Lrlt ter 
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FIF"TH SERIES : LETTER STANP 

Postcard showing the unusual usage of the Letter Stamp from M.P.O. Cairo 
on September 2~th 1935, together with the Egypt Postage Prepaid 19. 

:-···A:·--·-: 

ARTIST DRA !;'J !.' ':J 

Dra wing in green inY., donf' b!J Niss !/augh in preparation 
for t he Th ird Series whic h ap peared on June 1s t 1934 . 
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FIFTH SERIES : LETTER STAMP 

Large multiples of this Letter Stamp are known used on Official 
enuelopes to the United Kingdom. 
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SIXTH SERIES : JUBILEE SEAL 

(S.G.A10; H. 6) 

This was issued on May 6th 19.35, and it is interesting to note 
that this was the only stamp issued in a foreign country to 
commemorate the Silver Jubilee of King George V. 

It was the same design as the previous three issues with the 
exception that it was printed in blue and overprinted in red 
"JUBILEE C0!1NE!10RA TION 19.35" diagonally across the stamp in three 
lines. 

This was printed by !1essrs. Harrisons and Sons Ltd., the number 
being 27,000 and the perforation was 14. There was a limited 
sale of 10 seals p~r person, so complete panes of 20 are 
comparatively rare. 

When it was decided to issue this special seal, a colour trial was 
made in blue with no red overprint. As the plates of the 5th Issue 
of the Letter Stamp were in use at the time, the plates of the Jrd 
Issue were used for this purpose, therefore, the same plate flaws 
appear on the proofs as those on the Jrd and 4th Issues. It was 
through having two part sheets of these proofs that enabled me to 
find out their actual position on a pane of 40. 

There is a maJor variety of the overprint, a short right leg to the 
letter "U" in JUBILEE, known as the "Short U" variety, which occurs 
on the 6th and 8th seals from Frame "A" and sometimes on the same 
two stamps from Frame "B", depending on which sheets were used for 
overprinting. 

Another variety is a tiny up stroke in the "N" of C0!1t1ENORATION, this 
is known as the "Narrow N" variety, and this occurs on the 14th and 
16th stamps from Frame "B" and on the 9th and 11th star.1.ps frorr. Frame 
"A". The reason for the set pattern of these overprints is due to the 
fact that they were overprinted in two operations, ten at a time. 
1 have often noticed in auction catalogues that seals have been on 
offer "with a slight pin hol~". This slight pin hole, in the bottom 
left hand corner, appears on the 17th seal on each pane. I believe 
this must have occured during the overprinting, in order to keep the 
sheets in place during this operation. As this was done twice, the 
overprint on the left hand 10 seals was sometimes at a slightl~ 
different angle to the right hand 10 seals. 

First day covers of this issue are rare, as the 6th !1ay was a service 
holiday in Egypt, and service post boxes were cleared only once (in the 
forenoon) at most stations on that day. Many letters bearing Jubilee 
Seals although posted on May 6th, were not postmarked until the 7th. 
In fact, many servicemen knew nothing of this issue until days after 
its ap pearance. 
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JUBILEE SEAL PROOFS : Showing 12 from Frame "B" and 9 from Frame ''A" 

+ + 

+ 

2 "B" Frame 

I I 1'2. 

IS \b 

\'I '2 0 
++ 

~ 4-

5 7 8 
0) ' ' 12 
~~ 

17 "A" Frame 
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SIXTH ISSUE LETTER STAMP 

Pla t !ng of the JUBILEE SEAL 

FRAME "A, 

1 Dot in top left hand corner 

2 Dot in the first "]'" of Letter 

j Dot in top bend of "S'' in Forces 

¥ Dot under first "T" of Letter 

5 Break in top frame line above "C" in Forces 

6 Dot in left hand stroke of "H" in British 

7 White dot to right of the mouth of the Sphinx 

8 Dot aboue "R" in British 

9 Dot on bottom frame line between "R & E" in Piastre 

10 Line below aB .. of British 

11 Dot between "F & 0" in Forces 

12 

lj 

14 

15 
16 

Dot 

Dot 

Dot 

Dot 

Dot 

aboue "A'' in Stamp 

bQtWQQn "N & E" tn In Egypt 

under "G" of Egypt 

below "E" of Letter 

between "T & 1•' in Brit ish 

17 Dot in between down and up strokes of "N" in In 

18 Dot aboue middle stroke of "E" in bottom left Piastre 

19 Dot in front of "B" of British 

20 Dot aboue "R" of Forces 
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SIXTH ISSUE LETTER STAMP 

Plating of the JUBILEE SEAL 

FRAME "B" 

I 11 ~· 

~~~TPf 

2. 18 10 17 I'L 10 

1 Dot above "1'" of British 

L+ 

2 Dot above bottom strolt~ of "R" in bottom left Piastre 

3 Dot above "T· ' of British 

4 Dot under middle arm of "E" in top right Piastre 

5 Dot on top of "R" in top right Piastre 

6 Dot to right of u.p stroke of "N" in In 

7 Dot between "I & T'' in British 

8 Dot above "E" of Forces 

9 Dot below second "I'; in British 

10 Dot between "'1 . & E" in Letter 

11 Dot between "E & S '' in Forces 

12 Dot between "T & T" in Letter 

13 Dot under "Y" of Egypt 

14 Dot above "R 11 of bottom right Piastre 

15 Dot to right of "I,; in bot tom l~ft Piastr~ 

16 Dot b~tween left hand u.p and down atrolt~s of "N" tn lett~r 
1 7 Dot t n firs t "T" in Le t t er 

18 Dot in "G" in Egypt 

19 Dot in front of first "P" of bottom l;ft Piastri 

20 Dot between "E & T" in Letter 
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A pane of 20 of the Jub!lQe Commemoration Issue of 1935 "B'' Frame. 

Sixth Issue showing the position of the "Short U" varieties. 
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SIXTH SERIES . . JUBILEE SEAL 

Envelope sent from N.P.O. Hoascar on June 5th 19)5 showing the 

Egypt Postage Prepaid 1 handstamp and the only known block of 

four Jubilee Seals used on cover. 
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SIXTH SERIES . . JUBILEE SEAL 

One of the few known Ftrst Day of Issue covers, May 6th 1935, 

thts one also havtng the "Narrow N" variety. It was aent from 

the R.A.F. Station at Abu Qir and shows the Egypt Postage Prepaid 

13 hands tamp. 

· . . ) .? : ·- : 
:. · :1: '."> ·. , , 

·---~ --- · ---------

\ 

.,.:_ . ;~~~-- . 
.. . . ·~ . . . . . . ·\ . 
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SEVENTH ISSUE : LETTER STAMP 

( S. G .A 9 ; H. 7) 

This was issued on December 21st 1935, it was a further printing 
of the Third and Fifth Series in a new shade. The perforation had 
an ~xtra tooth inserted in the comb, making 14 holes at the sides, 
including the corner ones, so that the lowest hole touches the top 
hole of the next row of perforations. This has the appearance of 
a line machine and is known as the "2nd Comb" issue. 

I discovered a very interesting perforation variety due to the 
fact that some sheets must have been inserted in the perforating 
machine upside down, thus punching out an extra hole at the top 
instead of the bottom of the stamp. This can just about be discerned 
on individual stamps, but in blocks and sheets the variety is easily 
noticeable. 

There were 500,000 printed of which 214,000 were sold and 285,000 
destroyed. 

It is very simple to tell the "A" frame from the "B" frame because 
of the constant flaw on the 17th stamp of Frame "B". 

There were 50 Presentation sets produced with this seal when the 
Postal Concession ceased; there are 24 covers, numbered 1 to 6 and 
8 to 25 , number 7 having been lost down a well at Moascar in 1933. 
They are all addressed to Miss Mary Lloyd at the Buchan School, Isle 
of Man. The issue was made for distribution to His late Majesty 
King George V, King Fuad of Egypt, Postal Museums and all officials 
connected with the postal concession since its inauguration. 
Accompanying each set is a letter signed by the Camp Commandant of 
the Headquarters B.T.E. Lt. Col. (Quarter-Master) F.M.A. Norris, OBE. 
My complete set had the accompanying letter addressed to a Corporal, 
who must have been in charge of a Unit Post Office. 

Copies of this stamp are known bi-sected and used on local mail from 
Faggala addressed to Kasr-el-Barracks, Cairo, where they haue been 
back stamped, both were used in March 1936. 

Flaws on the 17th stamp 
from Frame "B" 
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SEVENTH ISSUE 

LETTER STAMP 

Pta t !ng of Frame "A" 

'l 

11--~~~~~~~ 

i -+-~ 

- -;:::==t='4-1l 

'4 
\~--t-----

I 11 lj 

1 Dot in first "T" in Letter 

2 Dot in "1" in In 

.3 Dot outside frame by "B" of British 

4 Dot in "S" in Stamp 

5 Dot between "R & E" in top right Piastre 

6 Dot between legs of "A" in top right Piastre 

7 Norm.a l 

8 Dot in "G" of Egypt 

9 Dot below second "1" in British 

10 White dot left of "F" of Forces 

11 Dot aboue "£" of Egypt 

12 Dot between "T & T 11 !n Lattar 

1.3 Dot aboue "!1" of Stamp 

14 Dot aboue "11" of Stamp 

15 lr'orm.a l 

16 Dot aboue "E" in bottom left Piastre 

17 Dot right of "T" of Egypt 

18 Dot aboue "R" of Forces 

19 Normal 

20 Dot in "C" in Forces 
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SEVENTH ISSUE 

LETTER STAMP 

Plating of Frame "B" 

tO ~ 

2. 

1 Dot in top left hand corner above "B" 

2 White dot to right of mouth of Sphinx 

3 Dot in 11S" in Forces 

4 Dot betow first "T" in Letter 

5 Dot to right of "L" in Letter 

za q 

6 White dot in left stroke of "H" in British 

7 White dot above "P" in Stamp 

8 Dot under right stroke of "A" in top right Piastre 

9 White dot bottom right hand corner 

10 Dot over "C" in Forces 

11 Dot in "Y" in Egypt 

12 Dot between down and up strokes of "N" in In 

13 Dot under 111 11 in top right Piastre 

14 Dot under first "E" in Letter 

15 Normal 

16 Dot left of "B" in top right Piastre 

17 Dot between "A" in bottom left Piastre 

7 

18 Dot above middle stroke of "E" in bottom left Piastre 

19 Normal 

20 Dot above "11" in Stamp 
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SEVENTH ISSUE . . LETTER STAMP 

Letter Stamp bi-sect~d for locaZ use and sent from the 
SOilors Home at Faggala on S€ptember Jrd 1936 and sent 
to Kasr-el-Nil Barracks in Cairo. 
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PERFORATION VARIETIES ON THE LETTER STAMP 

The Jrd Issue and 4th Issue have a perforation of 14f by 14 with a blind 

perforation at the {op. The 5th Issue and 6th Issue have a perforation 

of J4 ~ith a blind perforation at the bottom. The 7th Issue has a 

perforation of 14 with either an extra perforation at the top or the 

bottom. The extra perforation at the top (a quite •carce, aa this is due 

to the sheet being inverted whilst perforated. 

3JUJ !'4-ou..e. 'Pl'Jt./... 71,}· x 11,. 
l7UJiil pcJL:(.o.tLLt.wn. a-t .t11..e .t..oj:J.. 

5.th :74-otU.. 14-t Com..b. 'ft:A.{... 14. 
m ~:if..oJUU.,icn. a-t .tll.e bo.U..Om.. 

• 
q 

IC 

11 

t2 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 I 

2 

3 

7 

ij 

10 

c I'' 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

(") 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 i :: ....._ ~ 
1?1 0 I ~ 
·~ 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 ! I~ c 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
----------------- ~--------· · --- -

7.th :74-ou..e.. 1n.d Com..U. felt-/-. 1.4. 
f:x£ii..a. flt:ito .ttUA..on a-t .th ~ bo .UOm.. 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

l 0 

1 0 

.. 0 

5 0 

"' 0 
., 0 

' 0 

q 0 

IQ 0 

11 0 

11 

,~ I!> 

,.._ 0 
'IS 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

I 

i 
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7.tit J-6-ou.e.. 2tui Cow. rVt-/-. 14. 
Lr£u=. pii/..o lt..lJ-.t. Lo n. a-t Vl.~ .top. du.e. 
.to Vl..c. -oh.e.t!.t b~.-iJut. -i.JwtAA..uL.. 
1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

: /~ 
':i 0 

"' 0 

1 0 

~ 0 
q 0 

to 0 

11 0 

11 0 

ll 0 
,.._ 0 

IS 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 



PERf'OR.~'!'ICiN V.:.RIETIE:: 01. Tff2 L2TT~R !::>7Ai:P 

3rd et 4tn :.:;sm.;. Part. Ht by H. 
Blind F4rforation at the top. 

6th ISSUE. Pert. H. 
Blind -poertoration at the bot.~cr.:. 
ht. Ccmb iuu.e. 

7th lS_;UE. Perf. H. 
Extra perfore.tioo e.+.. the Lotla::-.• 
2nd C~ ia sue. 
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ith l.:lSUE. Perf. 14. 
I;linc perforation at th.e bottom. 

Ff J'.'15DhA ~ -.: _;:;.:,, Pis r l'. : ~. 

din.: ptlrforatior. a•, the ":o-·cx:::. 

7',h :...>3u.:-. Perf. 14. 
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CBRISTN.S SEALS 

The Egyptian rate for postage for Christmas cards was 4 ft!ZZ!eftes 
(about ld) but the concess!on for the Br!tiah Forces to aend their 
greetings home at J m!lliemes was obtained, and on October 26th 1932, 
the foll~ing !nstruct!ons were issued to all Units by Headquarters 
of the Brtt!sh Troops in Egypt :-

"Arrangements have been made whereby Christmas cards enclosed 
in envelopes of which the flaps are not stuck down will be carried to the 
British Isles and the Irish Free State for 3 milliemes. 

Special Xmas Postal Seals are being issued at this value and will 
be on sale at all N. A .A. F. I. in sufficient time to meet requirements in 
December. 

The concession will apply to New Year cards also . 

The weight of an envelope containing a Christmas or New Year card 
may be up to 50 grammes. 

Cards which are enclosed in envelopes which are stuck down must be 
paid for at the ordinary postal concessi on rate i.e. 1 piastre for each 
ZO grammes. 

If postcards are used at any time the rate of postage will be 1 piastre. 

In all cases the seal must be affixed to the back of the envelope on 
postcard." 

On November Z6th the following instructions were issued:-

"Xmas Seals will be on sale at all N.A.A.F .I. from today until 
31st December, 1932. 

These seals are valued at 3 milliemes each, and provided the envel­
opes containing the Xmas or New Year cards are not stuck down, the 
weight carried for that amount will be up to 50 grammes. (Note : The seal 
must not be used to attach the flap of the envelope). 

The seals must be placed on the backs of the envelopes, and can onl y 
be used for letters containing Xmas or New Year cards despatched to the 
British Isles, including the I.F.S. 

Owin& to the difficulty of obtainin& milliemea in this country, it will not 
always be possible to find proper change in coin. There are many ways in 
getting over little difficulties which may arise, and the following are 
indicated : -

(a) That the troops will endeavour to pay in milliemes whenever they 
have them. 

(b) By the N.A.A.F .I. giving change in milliemes whenever it is 
possible for them to do so. 

(c) Millieme Egyptian stamps which are used by the Egyptians in 
place of coins may similarly be used in the Institute. 

(d) By taking goods to the value of milliemes when it is not possible 
to provide change in any other way. 

(e) By purchasing 5 seals, which equals li piastre." 
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CHRISTI-:AS SEALS 

On the date specified the Xmas se2ls duly appeared. The design, by a 
Sergeant W.F.Lait of the Royal Army Service Corps, depicts an Arab 
with a camel silhouetted against the Pyramids, and has "BRITIS.!.f 
FORCES IN EGYPT" at the top, and "3 I':ILLIEf,'ES" at the bottom and 
across the centre "XfiAS SEAL". 

The printing was carried out by 1-:essrs. Walker & Co. Amalgamated 
Press, Cairo, and printed by lithography on unwatermarked paper uith 
a rou gh p~rforation of 11f. The u were bound in booklets hauin ] 5 
pages of 20 (5 by 4) wit h margins all around. 

An imperforate tete-beche adopted desi 9n with a n unadopte d desi2n 
are known to exist, printed on azure paper in black and azure gre y 
paper in b lack ... "'hese are either found in pairs or in b Z ocks of four. 

--r-~- l - ,.u . V../ . -' . 

'/ 
I I. .:~-

<--:-:=_:;:.,_:_ -- . - · ­
' -._J / 

, , I 

' ' I ' 

· -·· · --.:...;...,~ • ', ·. : 

; ' I "'"' 

. . ' 

: ~ . 

The reuerse of the tete-beche 
essa y s is si gn e= by the desi gn er 
Serge=nt :' .::'.l.J:J.it ir. Jul y 1?.!..5 

Th e main differences are: 

H eigl-:t 
W i dth 

Type 1. 

To p inscription 
S ky 

Jnn e r frame 
T u r ban 

Groun d 

Lettering 
Sadd l e Pack 
Bedouin ' s Face 

25.25mm. 
20.75 mm. 
l\'o full sto p 
C l ear 
Com plete 
Sh acing circula r 
Shad ing blotchy on 
b oth s ides of 
Camels back leg 
H e a,· y an d la r ge. 

Large and sha de d . 
Dark. 
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Ty p e ' 

25.5 mm 
2 0. mr.l . 

Full st o p pre sent 
S llght clouding 
Jncom ?l ete 
Shadec hea\·y diagon a: 1::-. e ~ . 

L ined shading an d n on cc 
beh~nc Came l s b a ck le _:;. 

Sm a ll anc l ig h t. 

Sm all w1th less shac i n£. 
L i ght . 



CHRISTMAS SEALS 

FIRST ISSUE (S.G.A3; H.B) 

Vas issued on November 26th 1932, black on azure paper, and the number 
printed was 41,857. This is also known on an azure grey paper. There 
is a double perforation variety known, )mm. to the right of the first 
perforation on a pane of 20 as ahown in the illustration. 

SECOND ISSUE (S.G.A4; H.9) 

Vas issued on November 13th 1933, brown-lake on white paper, and the 
number printed was 53,786. This is known printed on toned paper. 
Misplaced perforations are also known on this issue. 

THIRD ISSUE (S.G.A5; H.lO) 

Was issued on November 17th 1934, blue on white paper, and the number 
printed was 62,865. This is known printed on toned paper. The "Target 
Variety" is mostly found on this issue, these take the form of an 
uncoloured ring with a coloured centre on different parts of the camel. 
I had about half a dozen complete panes of this issue and I did not 
find the flaw constant. The reason for this could be due to grease on 
the plate during printing. 

FOURTH ISSUE (S.G.A6; H.11) 

Was issued on November 23rd 1935, orange-red on white paper, and the 
number printed was 101,100. This is known as the "1st Printing". It is 
also known printed on toned paper and in a red-orange shade. There is 
a "Target Variety" on Seal No.10 on every page from a book of lOO (5 
pages in all). Out of 15 panes of 20, this is the only variety of this 
type that I have seen. 

FOURTH ISSUE (S.G.A6a; H11a) 

Owing to the bigger demand by the larger number of troops then in Egypt, 
a "2nd Printing" had to be made on December 19th 1935. This can be 
recognised by being a paler shade of red-orange and only 21,500 were 
printedr of which 12,075 were sold and 9,425 destroyed. As there was 
a slight delay in printing this 2nd Printing, and also because the 
last day for posting Xmas mail to the U.K. was the 18th December, a 
"Provisional" issue was made. This issue can east ly be identified from 
the first printing as the paper is toned. 

PROVISIONAL ISSUE (S.G.All; H.l2) 

Was issued on December 16th 1935, and was done by using the rose carmine 
1 piastre Letter Stamp (Fifth Issue) and overprinting and surcharging in 
black lettering "XMAS 19)5-) MILLIEMES 11 tn two lines. There were 10,000 
issued and 9,920 were sold and 80 were destroyed, which makes this 
Provisional the lowest number printed for any of the previous issues. 
They were put on sale at Headquarters, R.A.F. Cairo, Citadel, Cairo and 
Mersa f~truh. I have a block of four on a first day cover from Alexandria 
(Barrel cancellation) N.P.0.6 and it must be assumed that it was 
purchased in Cairo and flown to Alexandria to obtain a first day cancel. 

This issue was occasioned by the sudden removal of troops to nersa 
Ma truh on thfl h'estern Desert to countQract the Qncroachment of the 
Italians from Tripoli in their Abyssinian campaign. The requirements of 
the troops at Mersa only account for a small portion of the issue, and 
many were sent to Cairo, before their use expired on December 31st 1935. 

54 



CHRIST!1AS SEALS 

PROVISIONAL ISSUE (continued) 

Th~r~ !s a constant ooriety on this issue, a "CL!pped 3" !n the 
overprint "1935" on the 18th stamp. As th~ or!gina t 5th Issue were 
sold in boo~tets of 100, these w~re split up for overprinting and 
rebound again, that is why there are eight staple holes on the left 
hand margin •. For a long time I believed that the overprinting was 
done in two operations, ten seals at a time being ov~rprinted, and it 
Was not until I found a pane of 20 with the first 10 seals overprinted 
at a completely different angle to the second 10, that I realised that 
my assumption was right. Since then, I have noticed other panes with 
slight differences between the first ten and the second ten. The pane 
illustrated in this book is a good example. 

I 

. . . 

; 
/ 

Proof sheet of 20 of the 3rd Issue blue on white paper 

.... 

,. 
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CHRISTMAS SEAL 

VARIETIES FOUND ON THE XHAS SEALS 

Shading over the Arab's head. 

Exceptions. 

Hem of Arab's Robe. 

Shading lines under Pyramids. 

Nos. 2, 10, 18, 19 and 20. 

No. 3. 

No. 4. 

No. 11. 

No. 12. 

No. 19. 

11 Target variety". 

56 

Usually consists of two lines only in 
numbers 1, 2, 3, 13 and 20, in addition 
the re is a dot to the right of these two 
lines. 

In the First Issue (black on azure) there 
is a faint dot in No. 4. 

In the Third Issue (brown on white) the 
dot is missing in No. 1. 

Nos. 1, 3 and 4 as showing in No. 11, 
the remainder as shown in No. 2. with 
the exception of No. 6. which is as shov.rn . 

As shown faint in No. 14. 

Have a break in the left side frame line 
of the lower panel near the top. 

Has a more symmetrical "X" than the 
others . 

Bottom line: thickE:ned horn the right 
corner. 

Hump on Arab's shoulder with dot in 
centre, also has large dot in the left side 
frame line of lower panel near the top. 

Dot under right leg of "A" in "Seal". 

Lump on top of camels head. 

This consists of a small white circle with 
a black dot in the centre . This appears on 
different parts of the camel but is not 
constant to any particular seal. 



CHRISTNAS SEAL 

VARIETIES FOUND ON THE XNAS SEALS 

':.• 
·?; !\. 

~ff~ 
X 

rr~ l t;7 I b I t7 J 
-

-. -~ -1 

t1 I 

-- AY; I ·-. -~:i 
- ~ 

f; . :. I tz .1 L..C...._f7 ··~I Pi ·1 f1 .. I 
-. 

Sketch showing what 

the "Target Variety" 

looks like. 
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CHRISTMAS SEAL 

1st Issue used on the front of an envelope from H.P.O. Cairo on 
December 14th 1932. It shows the Crown Cancel No.4. 
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A pane of 20 of the 1st Issue with a double perforation 
down the first row of seals • 
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CHRIST!1AS SEAL 

2nd Issue Xmas Seal from M.P.O. Cairo on December 6th 19JJ 
showing Crown Cancel No.5. handstamp. 
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CHRIST!1AS SEAL 

3rd Issue Xmas Sea~ from M.P.O. Cairo on Nouember 17th 
1934 showing Crown Cancel No.19 handstamp . 
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CHRIST/1AS SEAL 

4th Issue Xmas Seal posted in the Ciu!l Post Office at 
Sidi Gaber on December lOth 1935 and therefore charged 
1 d TO PAY upon arri ua Z in Shore ham. 

'·t : - ,' ' 
1 

• > 

·· .. : . 

. . 

.. ·~ . 

. i ... ,._ ;. 

. ,...-: ·?,...-::---.. .. . _ -' .. - -- ~: -.-\.._-.... . -_c.-:. ;;;-- --------·-..----- - ---- -- -. .- • ' .A,..;....:::o-<'l-1'~ 
/ 

61 

' I 
I 



CHRISTMAS SEAL 

Booklet. pane of 20 of the 4th Issue orange on white paper 
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PROVISIONAL ISSUE XMAS SEAL 

Booklet pane of 20 of the Provisional Issue overprinted 
on the Fifth Series Letter Stamp. 

Sea l l."o.1 3 

Break a t t he to p of th e 
ri ght le ~ of t he f ir~ t 
" r" i n r i u ir. :e :; . 
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Se:1l No.1 8 

Clipoed "3 " on 3 
in 1935 
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CHRIST!1AS SEAL 

Provisional Issue block of four used from Alexandria on December 
16th 1935 showing the Barrel Cancellation and Crown Cancel No.6. 
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OPENING OF MILITARY POST OFFICE, ALEXANDRIA 

Owing to the increased number of sailors, soldiers and airmen in 
the Alexandria area at the time of the Ita l ian-A byss!nian Campaign, 
a Military Post Office was re-established in Alexandria on November 1st 
1935 (until then M.P.O.'s were at Cairo and Moascar only). 

Crown Cancel Nos. 3, 6 and 22 from h.P.O. Cairo, Nos. 15 and 16 
from Ras-el-Tin and Nos. 17 and 18 from Mustapha Ebrracks were 
transferred to the M.P.O. Alexandria. 

From this date, mail from Units in the area had to be taken to the 
M.P.O. for sorting and bagging. The mail bags were then sealed and 
handed over to the G.F.O. for despatch to the U.K.; but to lighten t h e 
work at the Alexandria M.P.O., Aboukir continued to cancel seals and 
frank letters after which the letters were taken to the M.P.O. for 
postmarking and despatch. 

Th e arrangements between Aboukir Ca mp and the two Zoca l post 
offices (Aboukir and l iamLLra) remained in force, however, for when a 
mail, not sufficiently large to justify the expense of road transp ort 
to Alexandria, was collected in the camp, it was handed over to either 
of the two local of fices for onward transmission with the civil mail 
by train. Such letters were either further postmarked at the G.P.O. 
Alexandria, and despatched to U.K., or handed over by the G.P.O. to 
the N.P.O. for inclusion in the latter's maiL bags. 

Letters posted at the Aboukir Camp after 1st November 1935, may, 
therefore be found post~rked as follows :-

(a) Aboukir "Postage Prepaid" frank and Alexandria M.P.O. postmark. 

( b) Aboukir "Posta g e Prepaid" frank, f'JOmLLra and Alexandria Civil 
postmarks. 

(c) A boukir 11 Postage Prepaid" frank, A by Qir and Alexandria Civil 
postmarks. 

(d ) A bouk i r "Postage Prepaid" frank, Abu Qir Civil postmark and 
Alexandria r: . P. o. postmark. 

OPEI.'INC OF filLITARY POST OFFICE, NER.SA NATRUH 

A sub-military Post Office was opened in the camp at /';ersa f"10truh 
in No'()ember 1935, but until Narch lst 1936 this sub-office possessed. 
no "Retta" obliterator or "Crown Cancel" frank. Lettr::rs posted in the 
camp were simply collected by this sub-office and taken to the 
Alexandria N.P.O. for franking, postmarking etc. Prior to the opening 
of this sub-office, letters bearing seals are known to have passed 
th.rou']h the /·iersa Natruh civi Z post office. Such letters bear the 
"Mersa /'io truh'' civi Z postmark (and in some cases "Alexandria" (civi U 
in ad 1. ition) but no "Retta" or "Crown Cancel" franks. 
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MILITARY POST a:'FICES 

M. P. 0. ABBASSIA: 

This was opened on November 1st 1932 and disbanded on February 1st 1935 . 
As the M. P. 0. Cairo was only two miles away it is thought that mail was date­
stamped here owing to the fact that only one cover has been recorded from 
M.P.O. Abbassia. 

M. P. 0. ABU QIR: Fig. 37 

This was for the use by the Royal Air Force Depot at Abu Qir and was 
opened on March 1st 1936 and closed on January 24th 1937, after which date 
letters were dealt with by the Abu Qir Civil post office. 

M. P.O. ABU SUEIR: Fig. 38 

This was situated at the Royal Air Force No. 4 Flying Training School 
and was opened on March 1st 1936 and closed on December 1st 1936. Some 
mail was routed through the Abu Sueir Civil post office. 

M. P. 0. ALEXANDRIA: Figs. 39, 40, 41, 42 

This was re-opened on November 1st 1935 and it was here that the 
"barrel" datestamp was used, until its closure on January 24th 1937 when 
mail was then routed through the Egyptian Civil post office. 

M. P. 0. CAIRO : Figs. 43, 44, 45, 46, 47, 48, 49 

A Military Post Office was opened in Cairo in 1897 and during the First 
World War the Base Army Post Office was there, so when the Postal 
Concession commenced in 1932 this was the only M. P. 0. already opened. 

This Post Office served the Royal Air Force units at Helouan and 
Heliopolis, the Cavalry Brigade areas and Headquarters Middle East. 

M. P.O. EL DABA: Fig. 50 

The date of opening this Post Office is not known, as it was a small 
village about 100 miles from Alexandria and only one cover has been 
recorded . 

M. P.O. MERSA MATRUH: Figs. 51, 52, 53, 54 

This was opened on March 1st 1936 and closed on October 30th 1936. 

It was re-opened in 1938 and the epelling was changed to MARSA MATRUH. 

M. P. 0. MOASCAR : Fi:;. 55 

This was opened on November 1st 1932 and was used by the Army in 
Moascar and the Royal Air Force in Ismailia. During 1939 letters have 
been known to have been routed through the Alexandria Civil post office. 

M. P. 0. PORT SAID: Fig. 56 

This was opened on March 1st 1936 and was at Navy House until its 
closure on January 24th 1937. It was used by naval and military personne l 
and very few covers have been recorded. 
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AMY POST SI'A!1PS 

During the five years of their eristence they were used by many of the 
British Commonwealth Forces serving !n Egypt which was not the 
original plan for them, as they were only !ntended for letters to the 
United Kingdom and Ireland, !ncluding the Irish Free State. The 
Second World War, of course, accounted for their use by the Allies and · 
now these many covers and postmarks have become an !mportant part of 
Military Postal History, and a few examples of the postmarks to be 
found on these stamps are illustrated. 

On March 1st 19)6, there was a big change in the regulations as set out 
!n the new Postat Concession. This Official Notice was exhibited at all 
the N.A.A.F.I. Institutes in Egypt and reed as follows :-

"The use of the present letter stamp which is sold at all N.A.A.F.I. 
Institutes in connection with the Postal Concession for the British Forces 
in Egypt will be discontinued with effect from March lst 1936 . 

On that date a special postage stamp issued by the Egyptian Postal 
Administration with the effigy of H. M. King Faud and marked "Army 
Post " w i 11 be p 1 a c e d on sa 1 e at a 11 N • A . A . F . I • Institute s . 

These special stamps will cost 1 Piastre, the same as the.letter 
stamp now used, and the only difference will be that they will be placed 
on the top right-hand corner of an envelope on the front, the same as an 
ordinary postage stamp. 

Letters bearing these stamps must continue to be posted in Military. 
or Royal Air Force post boxes, and should not be placed in Egyptian post 
boxes . 

Any member of the Forces in possession of an excessive number of 
the letter stamps now in use (red) may forward them to the Camp 
Commandant, Headquarters, B. T. E. provided they a re not mutilated 
and are in good condition, up to the 28th February 1936, when he will be 
refunded the face value thereof should he so desire. 

In order to cover those who have only a few of the present letter 
stamps, i.e. not worth commutation, they will be accepted in Military 
Post Offices as stamps on letters up to and including the 15th March 1936. ~ 

After that date they will cease to be of postal value and any letter bearing 
the present stamp will be taxed on arrival in the United Kingdom or 
Ireland. 

The use of the new stamp is covered by the same conditions as apply 
at present to the letter stamp, i.e . they can only be used for the poetage 
of letters to the United Kingdom and Ireland, including the Irish Free 
State and must not be used on lettere to any colony, poeeeuion or foreign 

country, or for air mail, registered letters or parcels." 

******** 
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ARHY POSl' S'I'AHPS 

There were two issues of these stamps; the first one was known as the 
LARGE ARMY STAMP (S.G.A12 ;H.14 and S.G.13; H.15) the second one was 
the SI1ALL ARMY STAMP (S.G.14;H.l6 and S.G.15; H.l?). 

THE LARGE ARMY STAMPS were issued on March 1st 1936 and bore the head 
of King Faud in an oval frame with the Army Post written in English 
on the left-hand side of the stamp, and in Arabic on the right-hand 
side, with the value also bilingual, in the lower corner. It was a 
10 milliemes ualue and printed in carmine by the Survey Dept. in Cairo 
on watermarked paper (Royal Monogram) with a perforation of 13f by 14 
with the contra l numbers A/36, A/38; A/38 A/39, A/38 A/39 B/39. 

Under the following official notice dated the 13th November 1936, a 
special 3 milliemes value was introduced on the 1st December 1936 • 
This stamp similar in all respects to the 10 milliemes value except 
in colour, which is green. There was only one printing of this issue, 
and that was of 500,000 with a control number A/36. There are two shades 
for every plate, pale carmine and deep carmine (H.15a) for the 10 mils. 
and green and dark green (H.14a) for the 3 mils. 

"From the l•t December 1936 a special 3 millieme s Army Postal 
stamp will be on sale at all N.A.A.F.I. This stamp will remain on sale 
until 15th February 1937. 

During the period mentioned the stamp may be used for the transit 
of Xmas and New Year cards on the understanding that the envelopes 
must be open, i.e. the flap tucked inside and not stuck down. 

The letters must be posted in Military post boxes and not in 
Egyptian post boxes. If they are posted in any but Military Post boxes 
the stamp.,. will be of no value . ... 

The stamp is valued at 3 milliemes and therefore there may be 
slight difficulties with regard to change in Institutes, but if they are 
purchased in quantities of five the change difficulty does not arise. 

These stamps may only be used for the transit of Xmas and New 
Year cards to the United Kingdom and Ireland, including the Irish Free 
State. They cannot be used for foreign countries or !or the colonies or 
British possessions . " 

These were only on sa le from December 1st 1936 until February 15th 1937, 
when they were withdrawn until December 1937. They were issue d again 
for the festive period and were taken off sale during February 1938 and 
put aside until December 1938 when they appeared again until February 
1939. Owing to the advent of War, they appeared in October 1939 and as 
the Small Army Stamps were issued too late for that year, the King 
Fuad !ssu~s were on sate unt!l February 1940. 
Although the King Farouk stamps were issuQd at the end of October 1940, 
some unit M.P.O.'s still sold the previous stamps and I have a cover 
dated November 3rd 1940 from the New Zealand F.P.0.1 sent to Fiji, 
which !s probably the only recorded cover to that country. 
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Except for the fact that apparantly one or two •h~ets of the 10 mila. 
were ameared when wet, no varieties have been r~corded. With regards 
to the 3 mits. vatue, the only variety !sa large white dot between 
the "P" and "0" of Post on the s~cond stamp on the bottom row (H.l4c) 
I have examined complete sheets of lOO of these stamps and can find 
nothing worth re~ording. I have noticed that both these values have 
been printed on white and toned paper. The 10 mits. value is known 
with an inverted watermark (H.15b). 

The M.P.O. at Mersa Matruh was closed on OctobQr 30th 1936, and in 
January 193?, those at A Zexandria and Aboukir were c Zosed in 
accordance with the following extracts from instructions issued on 
January 22nd 1937 :-

1. The Military Post Office at Alexandria will be closed after dut y 
on Sunday, 24th J;mu~ r y 19 3 7. 

2. The following arrangem e n t s w1 l l come 1nto forc·e with effect from 
Monday 25th January 1937 : -

(a) Mustapha I3~rracks . 

Sidi Gabr post office will de ;"~ l with all transactions for 
Mustapha but it will be necessar y for a postal N.C.O. from 
Mustapha to collect correspondence from that post office and 
de liv er it to the various details in Mustapha Barracks, and to 
deli v er to Sidi Gabr post office all out-going correspondence for 
des patch by pos t . He w i ll a l so be responsible for the delivery o f 
reg1stered le t ters received b y him from Sidi Gabr post office. 

(b ) Ras-el-Tin . 
The civil pos t b ff ice at Ras-el-Tin will deal entirely with the 

Hospital and R.A. M .C. at Ras-el-Tin , except that they will not 
deliver to or collect from the U r: 1t. This must be done by an 
orderl y from . Ras-el-Tin. 

(c) Kom-e l -Dik and .Main Guard . 
Kom-el-Dik is no t far from the G.P.O . at Alexandria and a n 

orderl y from Kom -e l -Dik wi ll attend at the G.P.O. each da y fo r 
the collection o f incoming and handing o ver of outgoing corres­
pondence. He will also whilst there look at any letters which the 
G. P. 0. are unab l. e to deal with by reason of insufficiency of 
address etc., and so obviate the retention of any military staff 
at the G. P. 0. 

(d) Aboukir. 
All correspondence for the R.A.F. at Aboukir will be dealt 

with by the ci v il post office at that place. 
For the present the civil post office at Mamoura wi l l not be 

used for any correspondence in or out. 
An orderly from the R.A. F. at Aboukir must collect and 

deli v er from and to the civil post office at Aboukir, as in the 
other cases referred to above. 

3. Cancellation of Army postage stamps on outgoing letters will be 
carried out by the four civilian post offices referred to in para­
graph 2. Correspondence bearing Army postage stamps must 
continue to be posted in military post boxes and must be handed 
in to the civil pos t office by one of the orderlies referred to in 
paragraph 2. They will not be accepted as postage pa i d letters 

if posted in civil post boxes." 
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Soon after the closing down of the Military Post Offices in Alexandria 
and Aboukir, several members of H.N. Forces in these areas complained . 
that letters posted by them (in military post boxes) to relatives and 
friends in the U.K. were taxed 4d. on delivery. 

Hany recipients of such letters co~unicated with the Post Office 
concerned, but invariably received replies from the Divisional 
Controller's Office, London as follows :-

·"Sir, 
--------· - -·--------------, 

I 
1 
I 
I 

0 i 

L. 

With reference to your enquiry of the ..... at the 
..... post office, I should explain that letters posted 
by H. M. Forces in Egypt and bearing the speciallO 
mill. Army Post stamps, must be posted in ~ cgimental 
post boxes, from which they are collected and ucalt with 
by the British Military authorities. 

The lett.er of which the cover is enclosed, was posted 
in a civil post box, as it did not bear an ordinary postage 
stamp issued by thC' F:gyptian Postal Authorities, was 
taxed by the Egypt1:.~n Post Office as unpaid. It was 
according! y properly charged 4d. representing double 
the deficient post a g C' . 

Yours faithfully, 

Divisional Controller " 

The co~plaints became so numerous tiwt the matter was represented 
throu:;;h British !Jilitary Headquarters in Egypt and the f'l'ar Office in 
London, to the British G.P.O., who eventually replied to the eff ect 
that the irregular taxation of postal concession letters from Egypt 
had ceasecand that amo unt which had been irregularly paid would now 
be refunded. 

I : I 
/ ' , 

I 
~ 
i 

./ 
. ) 

'"' .I 

10 mills Army Post stamp posted at the Civil Post office in Sidi Bishr 
and showing the 4d TO PAY marh upon arrival in the Irish Free State on 
Narch 2nd 1938. 
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LARGE ARMY POST STAMP · 

3 mills Army Post stamp used by a member of the New Zealand 
forces using N.Z. F.P.O.l. on November 3rd 1940 to Fiji. 

t \ I : ·' ;\ ~ J 
'"a 

> 
rr; 

I • 

-I ·- ' I 

1 0 mills Army Po st st~ ~p cancelled with the unusual use 
of the PA ';JUEBC'!' POSTED AT SEA cachet on October 13th 193 9 . 

/3 
/ 

--- - ·-
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LARGE ARMY POST STAMP 

10 mills Army Post stamp showing the M.P.O. G.H.Q. handstamp used in 
red ink from Cairo on August 7th 1936. 

() 

c..;\J ~~- 0""-- 0r. 

~~~LV"'-~ . 

10 mills Army Seal from A le:x:a.ndria on Harch 1st 1936 showing the 
"Barrel" ha nds ta mp . 
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3 Ni ls. Large .-1rmy stamp from !1.P.O. Abu-?ir on December 20th 1936 

I 

First Dcy of Issue of the 3 ~ils. and 1 0 mils. 
Sr.D.l: ,:r:-. :1 Post sta T:i. p jron Cair o on DeceMber 
1 6 t h 1:: ;: . to Victoric, Australia. 

. ' \1 
." __ C' L \ r~ 

. ---

,.., ' 
r ."::,.I'(<.'-' 

-
~/?-,' /~- ;r;~~ 

4 - 1'/ -~~~ 
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ARJ1Y POST STAHPS 

THE SMALL ARMY STAMPS were issued on December 16th 1939, .and were 
a smaller edition of the previous issue, the only difference being 
that the head of King Farouk replaced that of King Fuad. 

They were printed by the Survey Dept. in Cairo on watermarked paper, 
with a perforation of 13i and the values were also 10 milliemes for 
the ordinary rate and 3 milliemes for the Christmas card rate. The 
control numbers for these issues were A/39; A/39 A/40 for the 3 
milliemes and A/39; A/39 A/40 and B/40 for the 10 milliemes. The 
first two printings of the 10 milliemes are known in a pale carmine 
and a deep carmine (H.l?a). This value can also be found with an 
inverted watermark (H.l?b). 

As mentioned previously, the 3 mils.was issued too late for the 
troops to use on their 1939 Christmas mail overseas, so it was 
withheld until the middle of October 1940. By this time the troops 
were despatching their Christmas cards, possibly early in December, 
the Postal Concession was cancelled, as all mail from the Forces was 
carried free. Only those troops who were extra early in sending mail 
overseas had use for these stamps and my cover dated October 23rd 1940 
is the earliest that I have seen1 it is the only known one to Scotland 
and the second known from F.P.0.173 which was at the R.A.F. Station, 
Heliopolis. The one shown on the next page is quite interesting as 
the envelope flap is stuck down and the message written on the back. 
It was sent from one Army Chaplain to another at the D.A.D.O. & L.H. r{_. 
Canal Base & L of C Area at the local postcard rate of 3 milliemes 
hence the very late usage of this stamp,23rd December 1940. 

I have an envelope addressed to Victoria Canada, with copies of the 3 
milliemes and 10 miZlieme posted from the Civil P.O. in Cairo on the 
first day of issue, 16th December 1939. This is viewed with 
suspicion, but neuer the less, is still a unique item. 

These stamps are quite common mint, and low priced, used copies 
genuinely postmarked are a little more expensive. A large number 
cancelled to order are often offered, these have a Cairo (Civil) 
postmark and all dated October 1945 and are of course quite worthless. 
Covers used during the correct period, from the 23rd October to the 
end of November 1940 and for the purpose intended are amongst the 
rarities of Egypt. 1 doubt whether there are more than 12 recorded. 

I mentioned earlier that these stamps were meant for the British 
Troops but when the Allied Forces were sent to Egypt they of course 
used them, and cancellations can be found from the A us tra l ians, Indian, 
New Zealand and Polish contingents, examples of which are shown. 

There are a vast number of postmarks fro m the British Troops, one of 
aach type is also illustrated. There are about 33 different F.P.O. 
numbers to be found, one each from B.A.P.0.4 and B.P.O E602. The M.P.O. 
E600 series range from 601 to 615 with the exception of numbers 612 
to 614. These replaced the N.P.O. cancellations as a security measure, 
and the prefix "E" probably stood for Egypt. Originally these stamps 
~£>ere not meant for use by air ma i Z but at the outbreak of war a 
concession was obtained and on October 28th 1939, troops were able to 
send mail home for 40 milliemes, the Egyptian rate at the time was 60 
milliemes. Usually a block of four of the 10 millieme Army Stamp were 
used, sometimes a ·lo millieme Army Stamp and a JO millieme Egyptian 
definitiue haue been used, these are of course much harder to find. 
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S!1A LL ARMY POST STAMP 

-- ------Q 
3 mills Army Post stamp sent fror.z F.P.O. 173 at R.A.F. Station 
Jsi'!Ulilia on Octobc:r 23rd 1940 

~· 

, ..... 

3 n:iZZs Armu Post stcr:p sent fror:: F.P.O. 170 at R.A • . ='. Station 
Heliopolis on Decer.zbcr 24rd 194C 
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The cancellations of the Commonwealth Forces make interesting atudy, 
there were a great many in use during their service in Egypt but as 
I am only intere~ted in those cancelling Army Post atamps, I do not 
list anything in use after 1941. 

I realize that there are many postmarks not shown amongst my 
illustrations, this is not because I am not aware of them but I have 
only ever collected those covers with the Army Post Stamps on them, 
and of course, those postmarks in use after the Concession ended are 
of no interest to me. 

The Indian Forces were in Egypt just before the outbreak of the Second 
World War and there are 4 F.P.O. cancellations to be obtained during 
the period covered by this book. 

FPO No.1J. 7 Infantry Brigade 

FPO No.17. 4 Infantry Brigade 

FPO No.19.11 Infantry Brigade 

FPO No.25 . 9 Infantry Brigade 

Meena Camp 
Bar rush 

Neena Camp 
Delta 

Canal Zone 
Meena Camp 
Western Desert 

Meena Camp 
El Daba 
Delta 
Baqqush 
Delta 

October-November 
November-December 

Ju ly-A ugust 
October-December 

August 
October 

July-December 

October-May 
May-July 

Ju ly-A ugus t 
A ugus t-December 

December-January 

1940 
1940 

1939 
1940 

1939 
1939 
1940 

1940 
1940 
1940 
1940 
1941 

The Australian Forces arrived in Egypt at the beginning of 1940 and 
used these stamps until February 8th 1941, when they had to use 
Australian stamps. Their own cancellations were very distinctive apart 
from the F.P.O. E609 which they borrowed from the British Army for use 
at Aust.F.P.0.42 and was taken back to Australia in 1942. The 
Australian Force Postal Unit borrowed the British F.P.0.22 Canceller 
in November 1940 and returned it in October 1943. 

I have shown cancellations of the 1st BGE and 2nd BDE but there are 
two inscribed Jrd BDE, one having P.3 and the other 11.3 at the bottom. 

The Australians had five date stamps per divis{on, one for e-ach 
brigade and two for Division with the wording 11DIV H.Q." and 
"DIV SUPPLY". 

There were three Divisions serving in Egypt, the 6th 7th and 9th with 
nine Brigades, 16th 17th, 18th, 19th, 20th, 21st , 24th, 25th and 26th. 
Taking the first Division, the 16th Brigade used the 1st BGE H.Q. 
P.O. N.1; the 17th Brigade used the 2nd BDE H. {.P.0./1.2 and the 18 t h 
Brigade used the 3rd BDE H.~.P.O. w.3. 

The Postal rates for the Australian Forces was the same as for the 
British troops, letters going by surface mail was 10 mills. for 20 
grammes and the airmail postage was 40 mills. for 10 grammes, 70 mills. 
for 20 grammes and 110 mills. for 30 grammes. The special Christmas 
card rate of 3 mills. was also in use, but covers with this stamp to 
Australia are very rare. 

The New Zealand Forces reached Egypt in January 1940 and their date 
stamps were varied, a few of which are illustrated. Once agatn, only 
those used during the period I collect, have been shown. N.Z. F.P.O.l 
and N.Z. Army Base Post Office are the two main ones. The others 
shown are the K. W.; K. W.1 and K.W.2 series. 
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To compl~te the diff~rent types of cancellations that can be found are 
those from the Polish Forces and they used the POCZTA POLOWA 111 
cancellation, whtch is quite rare on the Army Post stamps. 

Retta cancellations were used on Naval mail and I also have a cover 
dated September 13th 1939 with a "Paquebot Poshd at Sea" handstamp 
which is the only one that I have seen. 

The Egypt Postage Prepaid cancel is also found on these stamps, this 
handstamp was introduced when the Military Postal concession ended on 
April 30th 1941, thus bringing an end to the Army Post stamps. 

~ny Civil cancellations are also known and make an interesting study, 
a few of these are also shown amongst the 87 different cancellations 
that I have. With the cancellation of the Anglo-Egyptian Treaty on 
October 16th 1951, it was stated that these stamps would no longer be 
used by the British Troops, so the remainders were burnt, 9,000,000 
of the larger format and 600,000 of the smaller format, making a total 
face value of E£91,800. To say these stamps would not be needed by the 
British Force:; seems strange, as their use ceased in April 1941 and 
none have been used during the 10 ye~rs prior to their destruction. 
The only conclusion I can arrive at, is the fact that their face value 
must have had some bearing on the Egyptian Accounting system and could 
not be written off until the Treaty ceased. 

Below, I give a list of the many F.P.O. numbers to be found, but as I am 
only concerned with those cancelling Army Post stamps, I realise that 
this list is in no means complete : 

F.P.O. F.P.O. 

169 19th General Hospital 170 R.A .F. Heliopolis 
171 R.A .F. Heliopolis 172 A Zexandria 
173 Ismcilia 186 /'1ustapha Barracks 
18? Alexandria 188 Abbass ia 
189 190 G.H.Q. Cairo 
191 Xersa Xa truh 198 /'1oascar 
201 )rd Bn. Coldstream Guards 242 Moascar 
244 245 Cairo 
246 1-:oascar 368 2nd Armoured Division 
372 2nd Armoured Division 445 Australian Force 

The 
them 
308 

remalnlng were used during the period, but I have yet to obtain 
on these stamps: 165,166,168,174,177,196,197,199,220,221,243, 

and 371. 

The E.600 Series are as follows 

M.P.O. E 601 Cairo M.P.O. E 602 A l exo.ndria 
B.P.O. E 602 Alexandria 11.P.O. E 60) Suez 
M.P.O. E 604 Port Said (1st Durham L. I.) 
F.P.O. E 605 Alexandria F.P.O. E 606 Suez 
M.P.O. E 607 S!di Gab er N.P.O. E 608 Suez Canal 
11.?.0. E 610 Port Tewfik F.P.O. E 615 Baqush 

Not all the numbers were used but the remaining two are E 609 Hill 6~ 
and E 611 Julius. 
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ARMY POST STAMPS 

Cancellations us~d by the British and Commonwealth Forces during 1936 
to 1941: 

57 Field Post Office 
58 Base Army Post Office, Cairo 
59 E 600 Series 
60 do. 
61 do. 
62 do. 
63 do. 
64 do. 
65 Eg y pt Postage Prepaid 
66 Poczta Polowa 111 - Polish Forces 
67 In d ian Forces - Base Post Office 
68 In d ian Forces 
69 New Zealand Forces 
70 do. 
71 do. 
72 d o . 
73 d o . Base Post Office 
74 Australian Forces 6th Aust.Div. 16th Bde. 
75 do. do. 17th Bde. 
76 do. do. 19th Bde. 
77 do . Army Base P.O.Cairo. 
78 do. 6t h Aust.Div. Sup p l y H. '-2• 
79 do. do. Div. H. { . 

Civil Cancellations to be found on the Army Post Stamps : 

80 Abu 7':r 
81 Cairo 3 
82 Port Said H 
83 Sidi Bishr (Station) 
84 Sidi Caber (Traf f ic ) 
85 Sidi Caber 
86 Alexandria A 
87 Alexandria 1 

& ~ 

..... · .. · .. 

>- ' 
Q2 ,_ 

CD 

~ 

~-----~--~_! ~~ 

li.P.O. E.6o4 sent fro m PortSaidon Ncrch 3rd 1940 
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Cancellations to be found on the Army Post Stamps between 1936 and 1941 

37 38 39 40 

41 42 44 

1 ~ C C ; (, TJ • \0 I 

45 46 47 48 

a~ G H . Q . f ~~.r. o I MP 0 
· '71W \~ , • p 

1-.\J )9 , . 10" 1· ~~ )6 ? •• 

50 51 52 

11H\'I 1 U 

~ 
I~· · l u \ 

L . 
f I 

·"lC.:.)i., 1~' 

t-1\ . r. o ~ \ 
.,DC)~ " .... ~ I , I 

5) 54 55 
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Cancellations used by the British & Commonwealth Forces during 1936 
to 1941 

(j(~p~ 

~~ ·IJU 4C 44 
~ 

~~ ~~ 

57 58 59 60 

61 62 64 

IN~ 
N~. 
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Cancellations used by th~ British & Commonwealth Forces during 1936 
to 1941 

73 74 75 76 

7? 78 79 

Ciuil cancellations to be found on the Army Post Sta mps 
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SMALL ARNY POST STAMP 

Due to the scarceness of the 3 mills. Small Army Stamp I thought I would 
illustrate two more examples : 

Sent from DIV. H. ?. P.O. D.~.1. on October 30th 1940 and sent to 
Australia. 

Se n t fro m F.P.O. 190 on October 29th 1940 to Delhi. 
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SHALL ARMY POST STAMP 

10 mills Army Post stamp used from Indian F.p.o. No.17 at Meena on 
January 29th 1940. 
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10 mills Army Post stamp usec fro m Australian Jrd BDE. H.Q. P.O. W.). 
6th A us tra lian Division in North Afri ea on December 23rd 1940. 
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S/1ALL ARMY POST STAMP 

10 mills small Army Post stamp used with a 30 mills definitive 
for the airmail·rate to Tasmania. Used by a member of the New 
Zealand Forces and showing F.P.O. X.W.l handstamp dated October 
30th 1940. 

10 mills Small Army Post stamp used by the Polish Forces using 
POCZTA POLOWA 111 handstamp datedApril11th 1941 
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Four 10 mills. Small Army Post stamps on an "Active Seruice" 
envelope sent by a friend of mine, Don Kirk who was one of the 
"Rats of Tobruk". It shows the F.P.0.173 dated October 5th 
1940 from Moascar. 

A. F. W3078 . , ... 

4 

ll1is envelope 
coin or valuables. It cannot be accept 
for registration . . · ."";_ : • .. · . 

... ~ ; ·- ~ ;. ~::.~ -

... 
·~ 

Address:-

Jlr, A. nr:t, 
U5 :Brundenall Road, 

Upper Tooting • . 

London. 
S.W.I7 

ENGLAND, 

Strip o_.r f nur 10 n i ls. Srrta ll Armu Post stamo<:: sent jron 
Field Fost n .: f ice t: o.1 9C dated April 6t h 1941 fro:r. G.h'. 7. 
Co iro. 
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BZock of four 10 mi ls. Sma Z Z Army Stamps showing PZa te Nos. A/40 A/39 
from f':.P.O. E 601 on August 24th 1940. This is the onZy "Curued" 
f';'.P.O. 1 ha.ue seeri and 1 giue it No. 61a 
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Four 10 m.i Ls. Sm.a L l Army St amps f ro T:1. I ND . B .P.O. EGYPT 
on December Jr q 1940 

- --- -·-· ---~~ 

/,; .. :"":'tl l· 

i/• 1· ~ // ~'(r":' 

-"· r · 

./ · / 
. ..( ..... ' 11 • : / 

86 



MILITARY CENSORSHIP 

An interesting study are the different types of cen~orship marks 
applied to letters bearing the Army Post Stamps. 

The Egyptian Civil censorship commenced one day after the outbreak 
of World War 2 on September 3rd 1939. The earliest cover I have is 
from Marsa Matruh on September 11th 1939, with unit Censor 21. Type D. 

A large number of the Small Army Stamps are to be found on the Forces 
Honour Envelopes or as they are more familiarly called, "Green Erwelopes~' 
As well known, their purpose was to allow troops to send mail home which 
was not subject to censorship by their own officers, but was liable to 
censorship at the Base. To this end, an "Honour" clause was printed on 
the envelopes, by signing which the writer pledged that the contents 
were of a private and family nature only. 

I have illustrated 10 of the censor stamps excluding the Deputy and 
Chief Field Censors and below I give a list of the numbers and their 
Unit cancellations. The type numbers are the same as. those used by the 
Forces Postal History Society. 

TYPE A 4-F .P.0.173 
115-F.P.0.173 

TYPE B 9-F.P.O.E605 

TYPE C 48-F .P. 0.172 

TYPE D 15-N.P.0.£601 
25-N.P.0.£604 
30-Po quebot 
56-Indian FPO 17 
66-F .P.0.44 5 
75-Indian FPO 25 
9 5 -F. P. 0. K. !·.'. 2 

186-F .P. 0.187 
243-F.P.0.191 
284-IND.BPC.EGYPT 
3 73 .:...1: . Z. F. P. 0.1 
824-Egypt P.0.20 

TYPE E 3334-F.P.0.372 

TYPE F 80-1st BGE.H~.m 
1448-F.P.O.E605 

TYPE G 89-F.P.0.190 

TYPE H 35~Port Said 

TYPE 1 3796-1-.'.P.0.£603 

TYPE J -l':.P.O.E60J 

15-F.P.O. 190 
121-F.P.O. 169 

18-F.P.O.E615 

20-B.P.O.E602 
28-F.P.O.K.f.J .1 
4 7-N.P. O.E608 
60-!1.P.O.E601 
66-F.P.0.244 
84-H.P.O.E607 

107-F .P.O.K. 11'.2 
191-F .P.0.171 
275-3rd BDE .H~.Irl.3 
291-F.P.0.188 
42J -F.P.0.189 

58-F.P.0.246 

290-2nd BDE.H ;; .N2 
2139-Army P.O.A .1-:.1 

28-Port Said 

51-F.P.0.245 

21-Narsa Ma truh 1 
29-!1.P.O.E60J 
50-F.P.0.£606 
61-B.P.O.E602 
71-Indian FPO 17 
87-M.P.0.£603 

154-N .z.F .P. 0.1 
241-Poczta Polowc 111 
284-F.P.0.198 
352-F .P. 0.170 
482-F .P.0.170 

9257-Retta Cancel.H.f1.Ships 

Chief Field Censor- with Cairo 3 (Civil) only 
with F.P.0.171 and Type D191 

Deputy Chief Field Censor (Round) with F.P.0.173 
(Round) with Poczta Polowa 111 and Type D241 
(OvaU with F.P.0.173 and Typ; All5 
(!,ound) with Egypt P.P.20 and Type D824 
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SPECIAL ROYAL PRINTINGS 

In April 1926 the printing of Egyptian stamps was taken over by the 
Survey Department in Cairo when o.ne complete imperforate sheet from 
each plate was sent to the Royal Collection. 

The paper was a thicker texture than the usual and on the reverse of 
ea eh sheet was a diagona Zly printed "ea nee ll ed" tn English. 

The number of sheets corresponds to the number of the plates used for 
act~lly printing the stamps with the exception of the King Faud issues 
which were printed in two sheets of 50 of each plate, making 8 sheets 
of the 10 mils. value and 2 sheets of the 3 mils. value. 

The King Farouk issue was printed in sheets of 100, 2 sheets of the 
3 mils. and 3 she ets of the 10 mils. 

There was a total printing of 15 sheets making an issue of 1,000 of 
these stamps. 

Also produced for the Royal Collection was a complete sheet of each of 
the Army Stamps with freakish perforation, these were issue d in the 
sa me quantities a s were the Royal Imperforate stamps but t h is ti ~ e t he 
printing was on the usual watermarked paper. 
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Since the First Edition was published in 1970 the catalogue value of 
these Seals has increa.sed out of all proportion and I will not at tempt 
to re-value the~. 

I give below the original numbers that I allotted each issue and also 
a listing of some of the varieties to be found : 

Cat. No. 

H . I 
H.2 
H.3 
H.4 
H.5 
H.6 

. H .7 
7a 
7b 

H.8 
H .9 
H.IO 
H.II 

H.! la 
H.l2 
H.l3 

H .I4 
14a 
14b 

H.l5 
15a 
15b 
I Se 

H.l6 
16b 

H.l7 
17a 
17b 
17c 

Cat. No . 
H .I 
H.2 

H .6 

H.l2 
H.l4c 

Xmll~ Seal 

No. 3 

No. 4 

No. 11 

No. 12 

No. 19 

Postal Seal 
Letter Seal 
Lener Stamp 
Letter Stamp 
Lener Stamp 
Lener Stamp 
Letter Stamp 

Xmas Seal 
Xmas Seal 
Xmas &a! 
Xmas Seal 

Xmas Seal Provisional 

ht Issue 
2nd Issue 
3rd Issue 
4th Issue 
5th Issue 
6th Issue 
7th Issue 

1st Issue 
2nd Issue 
3rd Issue 
4th Issue 

1st Printing 

Xmas Seal 4th Issue 
2nd Printing 

Large Army Stamps 3m 

Large Army Stamps lOm 

Small Army Stamps 3m 

Small Army Stamps lOm 

Description 
Hooked "I" 
Filled in "A" 
Blob on "I" 
Line across "E" 
Short "U" 
Narrow "N" 
Clipped "3" 
Dot between "P" & "0" 

Blue/Red 
Blue/Red 
Carmine 
Green 
Carmine 
Blue 
Carmine 
Rose/Carmine 
Invened wmk. 
Black/ Azure 
Brov.'I1 
Blue 

Orange / Red 
Red / Orange 
Carmine 

Pale Red/Orange 
Green 
Dark Green 
lmperf. 
Pale Carmine 
Deep Carmine 
lnvened wmk. 
lmperf. 
Green 
lmperf. 
Pale Carmine 
Deep Carmine 
Inverted wrnk . 
Imperf. 

Has a more symmetrical "X" than the others. 

Bottom line thickened from the right corner. 

Hump on Arab's shoulder with dot in centre, also 
has large dot in the left side frame line of lower 
panel near the top. 

Dot Wlder right leg of "A" in "Seal". 

Lump on top of camels head. 

"Target variety" This consists of a small white circle with a black 
dot in the centre. This appears on different pans 
of the camel but is not constant to any particular 
seal. 
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